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of the department here, decided that £20,060
. was not enough and made a counter-offer
which reached us only ioday. 1 do not know
what the fate of that will be, although I am
bopeful that these premises and the material
in them will be acquired, because, alterna-
tively, it appears to me that the Common-
wealth Government will sell them at their
breakdown value. I hope that ean be obvi-
ated and that an agreement can be reached
in the nmear future. I do not think it would
be profitable for me at this stage to engage
the Committee further on this subject and I
have much pleasure in submitting the Vote.

The CHAIRMAN: Is the Minister cover-
ing the other divisions in this general debate?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I did not propose to
touch on TFarmers' Debis Adjustment or
State insurance, unless questions were asked
by members to which I could afford replies.

Progress reported.

House ndjourned at 10.21 p.m.
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QUESTIONS.
MILK.

As to Treatment Licemses Applied for
and (o be Gronted.

Hon. J, T. TONKIN (on notice} asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

{1) How-many trealment licenses for the
vear ecommencing the Ist July, 1947, have
been issued by the Milk Board in the exer-
cise of its powers under the Milk Actt

(2) To whom have such licenses heen
issued .

{3) What is the pumber of applications
for treatment liconses at present before the
Milk Board, and what are the names of the
persons or firms on whose behalf these ap-
plications have been made?

(4) How many treatment licenses. does
the Milk Board propose to grant for the
current year?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Four (4). )

{2) Brownes Ltd. at Charles-strect, North
Perth; Brownes Ltd. at Brunswick Junction;
R, M. Mounsey at 738 Albany-road, Vie-
toria Park; R. M. Mounsey at ‘Wagerup.

(3) Estate late G. E. Birkbeck (trustees
C. E. and K. W. Birkbeck), 3 Balfour-
street, Cottesloe; James Carrie, 164 Canning-
highway, South Perth; Albert George Con-
way, Albany-road, Gosnclls; William Della,
90 Mabel-street, North Ierth; Goldfields
Amalgamated Dairies, Pty. Ltd., Forrest-
road, Kalgoarlie; Grant Bros,, Albauy-road,
Cannington; Ideal Dairies Ltd., 149 South-
terrace, corner YPrice-sireet, Fremantle; C.
J. Kielman and Sons, 366 Albany-road, Vic-
toria Park; Estate. late James XKelly, 13
Pangbourne-street, Wembley; Martin Fran-
vis  Kilkenny, Seventh-road, Armadale;
Masters Dairy Pty. Ltd., 174 Hampden-road,
Hollywood; Masters Dairy Pty. Ltd.,, 158
Stirling-highwny, Claremont (previously A.
Dreyer); . J. Roberts and Co., 298 Sub-
urban-road, South Perth: Sheppard’'s Dairy,
118 Mary-street, Fremantle; Arthur Sinith,
119a Cambridge-street, Leederville; South-
West Co-Operative Dairy Farmers Lid., Lot
74, Roy-strect, Leederville; Westralian
IFarmers Litd, “Pascomi,” Stuart-street,
Perth; Charles Linton Wild, Canning-high-
way, Bicton; Alan James Fletcher, Firle
Tnairy, Kalgoorlie.

(4) This depends on the circumstances.
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CO-OPERATIVE BULK-HANDLING,

LTD.
As to Terms for Taking Ouer Facilities.

Hon, J, T. TONKIN (on notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

{1) Has the agreement between the Gov-
ernment and Co-operative Bulk-handling,
Ltd., under which the latter is to operate
the Government’s bulk-handling installations
at Fremantle and Bunbury been signed by
the perties?

(2} If so, what are the terms and con-
ditions which are to apply?

{3) If the agreement has not been com-
pleted, what is the cause of the delay?

(4) On what date did Co-operative Bulk-
handling, Ltd., commence to operate the
State Government’s bulk-handling facilities
at North Fremantle?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No. '

{2} Answered by (1).

(3) There has been no preventable delay.
There are & number of Government Depart-
ments eoncerned and those in eontrol of the
departments, owing to a multiplicity of
duties involving absence from Western
Australia, have not been readily available
for discussion.

(4) 29th May, 1947.

NORTHAM SCHOOLS.
As to Provision of Water-Cooling Systems.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWEKE (on notice)
1sked the Minister for Worlks:

(1) What are the reasons for the delay
m making water-cooling systems available
at schools in the Northam distriet?

(2) When are they likely to be installed?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) It is thought desirable fo instal
vater-cooling plants in the hotter eastern
wentres hefore providing for the generally
woler areas nearer the eoast,

Twenty-four schools are already provided
vith plants, these being mainly in the hot
joldfields areas and none further west than
{ellerberrin.

In a list of more westerly centres not yet
upplied with ecooling systems, but where
cheme water is available, the centres nearest
he northern longitude are Goomalling and
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Cunderdin.  Centres more westerly still—
this including Northam-—have not yet a
high priority.

(2) Owing to the delayed availability of
the necessary material, it is not possible at
present to say when the Northam Distriet
Schools will be serviced,

ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL.
As to Completion and Qpening.

Mr. NEEDHAM (on notice) asked thbe
Minister representing the Minister for
Health: .

Is she now in a position to inform the
House as to when the Royal Perth Hospital
will be completed and ready for the recep-
tion and treatment of patients?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

Owing to indusirial unrest outside West-
ern Australia, essential materials, plant and
equipment have been delayed, both in their
manufacture and transport and it is not
possible to fix any definite time for its com-
pletion or oceupation, but expeet to open
in the early months of the New Year,

DRUNKEN MOTOR. DRIVERS.
As to Legislation to Increase Penalties.

Mr. STYANTS (on notice} asked the
Minister for Police:

In view of the recommendation of the
Commissioner of Police in his annual re-
port that legislation should be cnaeted to
deal more severely with drunken drivers of
motor vehicles, sneh penalties to provide for
automatie caneellation of the driver’s license
for a longer period than is now provided,
does he intend to adopt the recommendation
and bring down legislation to implement it
this session?

The MINISTER replied:

The matter wil] receive the consideration
of the Government.

BILLS (4)—RETURNED.,
1, Companies Act Amendment.

2, Town Planning and Development Act
Amendment,

3, Commonwealth Powers Act, 1943,
Amendment,

4, Commonwealth Powers Aect, 1945,
Amendment.

Withont amendment.
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BILL—IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY.

Introduced by the 3Minister for Indus-
{rial Development and read a first time.

BILL—GAS (STANDARDS).
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
V. Doney—VWilliams-Narrogin) [4.42] in
moving the second reading said: The pur-
pose of the Bill, designed as members will
realise as a sequel to the Fremantle Gas
and Coke Company's Act Amendment Bill,
is to diseipline those bodies in Western
Australia that supply gas. To that.end it
seeks to establish standards as to ealorifie
valup, purity and pressure, and provides
also for testing, and to impose penalties
where those standards are not heing
ndhered to. There is nothing whatever that
is harsh or unreasonable about the stan-
dards, and the Minister for the time being
administering the Eleetricity Aect will be
empowered to case the standards in the
ease of those suppliers who, for some good
reason, are unable to reaeh the ealorific
values required by the measure.

In the vear 1888 when an Aet was
passed giving to the Perth body and to the
Fremantle body eertain rights in regard to
the supply of gas, that commodity was then
used only as an illuminant, and naturally
the standards then prescribed dealt only
with the illuminating power of gas. There
have heen many changes since them, and
it will be no news to the House to be fold
that eleetricity has gradunally superseded
gas as an illuminant and, that gas itself,
in an effort te survive, had necessarily to
enter the domestie and industrial fields,
wherein i} now plays a highly important
part in the life of the community, although
only in the larger towns.  This fact is
generally recognised, and my remarks ap-
ply not only to towns in this State, but
also to towns throughount Ausiralia, and
for that matter to sizeable towns in every
country of the world.

Tn this Staie the centres that are chiefly
involved are Perth and Fremantle, but also
to a considerably lesser degree the towns
of Geraldton and Albany, although those
two towns will not concern themselves
very much with the measure because their
cutput of gas falls below the standard
mecessary to qualify them to come under
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the Bill. All countries so far as I kno
—I imagine this is a fact—where gas i
used have their disciplinary statutes, an
there can be no doubt that we should hav
an Act of that sort here. I’articularly i
this so having regard to the prospect o
Fremantle stepping up to a higher leve
As & result of the close serutiny given by
the deparfments concerned to the Faster
States’ Acts, we decided to adopt the rele
vant portions of the Acts eurrent in Nen
South Wales and Victoria.

Mr. Triat: And eut out the use of West
ern Australian coal.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Th
hon. member need have no fear en tha
score. He will find nothing whatever 1
the Bill to prevent the use of Collie coal
I may make some reference to that aspee
later, but I assure the hon, member Lha
the Bill is not designed to damage a eom
modity the interests of which he has ver
much at heart.

Hon. A. I Panton: The Bill is full o
undertakers, Ts that to bury it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T d
not mind admitting that it is not a ver:
happy term. If I may be permitted #
digress, T may explain thai that very un
fortunate term was chosen lo denote sup
pliers, but when I say suppliers it mus
be understood that this term is identica
with the term undertakers mentiofied 0
the Bill.

I was referring to the relevant stalufe
of Vietoria and New South Wales. Prae
tically every provisien in this Bill is closel;
allied to and often identical with the re
lated provisions in the latest Vietoriar
and New South Wales legislation regarding
their standards. It may be appropriati
at this point to say that, under the mea
sure, every supplier—and I repeat that thi:
means undertaker—shall declare the stan
dard of ealorific value of the gas to In
supplied by it. Such standards, unless the
Minister stipulates to the contrary, shal
be not less than 430 B.T.U. and not more
than 550 B.T.U. The measure is designet
for State-wide application should the need
arise to ‘'make it so apply. It eannot, how.
ever, apply to those suppliers who sell les:
than 25 million euhie feet of gas annually.
and this, as I have already pninted out,
will restrict the application of the measure
to the cities of Perth and Fremantle,
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Members will observe that the Aect is to When Mon, H. Millington, then Minister

be administered by the State Electricity
Commission.  That is quite proper, but 1
understand that in certain quarters the pro-
priety of that decision may be questioned.
To show that it is firmly and properly based
I shall quete from the preamble to the State
Electricity Commission Aet. Having men-
tioned the application of the Act to various
electricity matters, the preamble continues—-

. supply and sale of electricity and other
beating, lighting and motive power . . .

The definition of in that Aet

reads—

"Power’’ includes electricity, gas, water
and any other material substance or element
used for lighting, heating or motive purposes,

“Power”

I hope that will be regarded as a complete
answer to anyone who may previously have
questioned that decision, Fremantle members,
both here and in another place, have ex-
pressed themselves as being wholly dissatis-
fled with Fremantle gas, both as to its
quality and its pressure. I do not think
anyone is likely to dispute what they say,
but that argument should certainly not be
used against the present Government, Had
the Fremantle members over the years done
their duty, as obviously they should have,
Fremantle gas today would be of just
ns high guality as that supplied in Perth.

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: Yeu do not know
‘what you are talking about. It is no good
going on like that,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Allow-
ing for the time heing, in order to ease the
hon, member’s fears, that I do not know
what I am talking about, nevertheless I
shall carry on.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman; Hear, hear!

IHon. F. J. 8. Wise: Did you say the gas
wag of good quality?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No;
with a slight gqualification, quite the con-
trary.  In 1940 members representing the
Port had 2n exeellent opportunity to do
what they are aiming at today, but what
should have been done many years ago.

Hon. E. H, H. Hall: That is the stuff
to give them!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

position today, with the exception of eertain -

changes in the amounts of money involved,
is precisely the same as it was in 1940,

for Works, introduced and spoke to his
Bill, it wag open to him to make that ex-
planation; however, he spoke but briefly to
that Bill. The member for North-East
Fremantle, whe possibiy—probably—then
possessed the same knowledge of the fin-
ancial problems of the Fremantle Gas and
Coke Co. ae he does today, spoke in response
to that Bill for no longer than two minutes.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That is about the |
time the present Ministor took.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No,
according to “Hansard,” and Iam prepared '
to Hceept “Iansard’s” record, of eourse—-

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You are sure you
can read?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon, membey knows the rules of debate and
should keep quiet.

My, Murshall; Roek it inte them!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I took
some ten minutes. The hon. member who
complained of the brevity of my remarks
himself, when dealing with the same subject
a few years ago, was'so interested or dis-
interested that he took no longer than two
minutes. I am not complaining of that at
all. I mention it, however, because it cer-
tainly has an interesting bearing upon the
remarks of the hon. member as reported in
“Hansard” and having regard to the speech
he made on the Bill that I submitted a few
days ago. I ask the House what deduction
can any Treasonably-minded member draw
from those comparisons? When his own
Government introduced a Bill on all-fours
with the one I brought down, he spoke for
two minules; now, when the position is in
no way altered in regard to the matters at
issme, exeept, of course, that a second Bill
has to follow in this ease, the hon, member
takes one and three-quarter hours, or neerly,
to express his views on this subjeet. I will
leave that aspeet alone for a moment.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: ] ean
quite easily return to it. 1 do not think
it will be denied, certainly not by me, that
there are grounds for the complaints—
ample grounds—~éonstantly made by Fre-
mantle members, but I say—and this is the
qualification I was referring to in response
to an interjection by the Leader of the Op-
position—that I fail to see how it eonld
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very well e otherwise when consideration
is given to the entirely out-moded plant
which the company has to use and the al-
together' unsuitable buildings in which it is
housed, I might go so far as to say, and
probably truthfully, that the office holders
in the Fremantle Gas and Coke Ce. would
Just ax readily agree that the quality of the
s 18 as poor as hon. members assert it to
he.  Anvhow, all that on one side, to the
end that those had eonditions might be cor-
rected and w0 that Fremantle might have
gas of as high quality as that supplied to
the canital city, this Bill and its companion
il to which I have alveady made reference,
are now being submitted to Parliament.

As a correetive to some of the miscon-
ceptions of the member for North-East
Fremantle, I may say there have heen very
many expressions of pleasure at the
Government's aftitude in bringing down
these two Bills. Although I have men-
tioned it before, 1 repeat—as it will bear
repetition—that the Fremantle members in
another place found nothing whatever
wrong with the Government’s activities in
connection with the Fremantle gas supply,
but on the other hand readily applaunded if.
In contra-distinetion to the attitude of those
members in another place the member for
North-East Fremantle, after 14 years or
Athereabouts of relative contentment with the
existing state of affairs at Fremantle, has
suddenly become highly suspicious of the
whole husiness. Not only, he says, dees the
company manufacture had gas, but it is a
monopoly and he fears that surely the share-
holders must be making huge profits.
Giranted- that it is a mondpoly—it eould
hardly be otherwise in the ecircumstances—
T take it there iz nothing whatever to stop
uny other body from entering into competi-
tion for the supply of gas at Fremantle, if
it g0 wishes, certainly nothing that I know
of,

Thers is no statutory reason to prevent
the Fremantle Counei] from resuming this
activity if it wishes to. Having these fears,
and no doubt for other reasons, the hon,
member turns a predatory eve upon the
outfit and badly wants it taken over by
someone. I quite admit that the hon.
member has a highly desirable and most
nseful aptitude, as he has shown on many
oceasions in this House, for probing mat-
ters-—finaneial matters, I mean—of this
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kind, [ do not mind admitting that I wis]
1 had the hon. member’s aptitode an¢
I am—and no doubt am pretty much th
same as other members in regard to that-—
little jealous when T think of his attainment:
in that direetion. But with all the compu
tations that the hon. member made
may I ask him whether he made any show
ing exactly what would he left of thos
profits after the income-tax man had toker
his share? "That is quile a proper question
1 do nol know—I am not admitting—tha
the company made undue profits.

I have seen it stated, or maybe heard i
stated, possibly by the hon. membe
himself, that they were making something
like 8 per cent. and that not a very grea
while ago the figure was reduced to 61:
per cent, and at the last reckoning wa
shown to be 6 per ceiif. The hon. memhe
might say that is too inuch, but I leav.
that matter to him. He also went to 4
gaod deal of trouble to express himself a
opposed to monopolies and strongly favour
able to competition. I am like that.
daresay every member is, On the othe:
 hand, the Prime Minister of Australi;
favours monopolies and hates competitio
and, as the House knows, there is quite :
classic example of the Prime Minister
bias in that regard. T might invite th
hon. member to say, by way of inter
jection, whether lie is wrong in this matte:
or whether the Prime Minister is wrong.

Hon, E. H. H, Hall: He is not biting!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Durin;
his speech the member for Fremani)
seemed to think he was putting me on th
spot, but I submit to members that wha
he was doing was no more than demonstrat
ing that for the last 14 or 15 years he ha
not been mindful of his duties to those h
represents. Here is a matter, too, that dic
not anger me at all but which T eertainl;
noted, and that is that he asserted T wantec
the Fremantle body to earry on in the sam
old way as when it was first establisher
away back somewhere in the 1880°s. Tha
was not merely a ‘mis-statement; it was ¢
foolish mis-statement.

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: You make some of
them.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am
not deeply disturbed about it at all, but I
do not mind toking the opportunity to point
out to the hon. member, and to anyone else
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interested, that it is not so, as the object
of the two Bills now belore Parliument
should amply demonstrate. If 1 were to
worry mysell' as t{o.why he should say such
a fooksh thing as that, T would probably
rome to no other conclusion than that the
fwo Bills now before Parliament were not
s eonstrueted as to allow him to conduct a
tew political experiments in regard to mono-
polies and excess profits. | am not swear-
ing Lo that. That is only my assumption
and | vealise that the hon. member ¢hiefly
voncerngd will have an opportunity to reply
u little later and might have a word to
say in regard to that matter.

Thi =urely is an appropriate question,
thouch : Why did not the hon. member make
those representations before the Bill was
«ompleted?  His remarks when the Bill is
~ompleted have no more than a nmusance
vilue.  He knew when he was pleading
with me to have the text altered that it
was then too late. Tlad he made his repre-
«entatinng earlier, it may have been different.
e had ample time and opportunity to do
so, but he did not do it. I want to point
out, as a matter of some little interest, that
I did not iniliate these Bills or, to put it
more correctly, I did not initiste the in-
tention to launch these Bills. That was
done, and done quite properly and with due
efficiency, by the previous Government under
the expert guidance of my -predecessor. So
that transfers clearly the credit, snch as it
may be, from me, to the ex-Minister for
Works and his colleagnes to whom T am
drawing attention.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You eannot get away
with it like that.

Hon. A: R. (t. Hawke: That is not correct.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If T may
have the hon. member’s attention at some
later date, T think T ean point to the spot
in the relevant file where the hon. member
did assume the responsibility to whiech I am
referring.

Mr. SPEAKER :'T think the Minister had
better get hack to the Bill itself. '

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: T think
so, too.

Hen. A. R. G. Hawke: No Bill was pre-
pared in my time.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Ne, I
did not say the Bill itself.
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Ilon. A, R. G. Hawke: What did yon
say?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T cor-
rected wrvself and spole of the intention
to launch the Bill. I think that is what I
said.

Hon, A. R, G. Hawke: That is most un-

fair. .
The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: No; the
statement is made openly and there js ample
scope for the hon. memher to make a cor-
rection. T would not deliberately misrepra-
sent him.

Ton. A. R. Q. Hawke: Even if you did,
vou would not get away with it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member is right. T would not. But when
I do not misrepresent him, that leaves him
withiout a reply, though not without the
right to search the relevant file and deter-
mine whether I am making a true statement
or not.

The Attorney (leneral:
eredit for yourself.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: 1 think
that from the point of view of the Fre-
mantle members there is not a great deal
of credit. Before I resume my scat I would

You keep the

‘like to say that the testing of gas is to ba

in the hands of the State Electricity Com-
mission, which is given power to appoint
officers for that purpose. T say that in order
to have the opportunity to explain that we
have in this State now a Burean of Tech-
nology, and therein we have Mr. Donnelly,
a fuel technologist recently aequired from
the Old Country. I have no doubt that sinee
the Commission has been given power to
appoint officers for testing purposes, full
use will be made of Mr. Rowledge, who is
in eharge of that department; Mr. Don-
nelly, to whom T have referred; and Mr.
Feruie, who will have over-riding powers
over those other officers.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Did you say the
prineiples of this Bill were decided upon
by me?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: No, I
did not say that.

Hon, A. R, @& Hawke: I would like the
Minister fo make very clear what he meant
to convey. )

The Minister for Edueation: Which Bill?
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Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Let the MMinister
for Works do it!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I made
a statement which does not need #ny repeti-
tion by me, It has been taken down by
“Hansard” and the hon. member has the
ordinary opportunity of checking it. Even
if it is correct, is the hon. member in any
way harmed by the statement?

Hon. A. R. G, Hawke: Yes,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I ecan-
not quite see how. But we will let it go at
that for the time being.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: What did you
mean to convey?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not adding to or subtracting from or quali-
fying the statement I made. It stands in
“Hansard” and the hon. member can see it
by and by.

Hon. A. R, G. Hawke: I will add to if!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: So far
ns the gasifieation of Collie coals is eon-
cerned, 1 am unable to say what will be the
outcome of recent investigations. But what-
ever it may be—and I have heard rather pro-
mising references mode—I assure anyone in-
terested that there is nothing whatever in the
Bill to prevent any good results from being
utilised in due course, I move—

That the Bill be now reard a second time.

On motion by Hon. J. T. Tonkin, debate
adjourned.

BILL—UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
R. MeDopald—West Perth) [5.12] in
moving the second reading said: This Bill
seeks the approval of Parliament to the
incorporation of the Guild of Undergradn-
ates of the University of Western Austra-
lia. The measure has been sought by the
students, and the request has heen fortified
by the Senate of the University. The Bill
seeks to amend Seetions 28 and 31 of the
principal Act, by which the University was
incorporated in 1911. That Act is No. 37
of 1911, Section 28 of the Act provides—

(1) There shall bhe a Guild of TUnder-
graduates.
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(2) Subject to the conditions of member-
ship preseribed by Statute, all undergraduate
students of the University shall be members
of the Guild.

(3) The Guild shall be an organised@ assoei-
ation of sueh undergraduates for the further-
ing of their common interests, and shall be
the recognised means of commuonication be-
tween the undergraduates and the governing

. authority gf the University in accordunce with

such statutes as the governing anthority may
prescribe.

The statute referred to there is the Uni-
versity statute.  The governing authority
of the University is the Senate. Members
know that in the last {wo or three years
there has been a large accession of num-
bers to the Universily due, to a consider-
able extent, to undergraduates who have
been entered there for rehabilitation as ex-
members of the Forces of the last war. The
present number of members of the Guild
of Undergraduates is 1700.- The Guild is
the centre of the corporate life of the stud-
ents, It integrates their various interests,
whether social, academie, or other kinds, In
addition, as Section 28 preseribes, it is the
recognised body to represent and speak for
the students in University matters, and
to approach the Senate as the governing
body of the University. ‘

Mr. Smith: A

untonism.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think
that point is well taken by the hon. mem-
ber, The Guild of Undergraduates has
assumed, in the life of the University, =n
number of important functions. It carries
the responsibility for (he refeetory which
eaters for the various meals which the
students have, as well as for different
funetions at the University. In addition,
the Guild has nssumed responsibility for
the University Hostel where 150 students
are wholly bhoarded during the University
terms, and where outside bodies, such as
visiting university athletic and sporting
clubs, as well as persons attending the
adult education summer sehool are boarded
during the University vacations. These ac-
tivities invelve a certnin amount of finan-
cial oblization—in faet, T might say, a not
inconsiderable obligation. The nctivities
are being expertly and creditably carried
on by the Gnild of Undergraduates.

Hon. E. Nulsen: What advantage will

sort of compulsory

. incorporation give?
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Where a
body is unincorporated, the commitiee or
council becomes liable for its debts and
liahilities generally. In view of the aetivi-
ties of the Guild of Undergraduates, it is
felt by its members that it is hardly fair
that the members of the council should,
possibly, be involved in personal liability
for the financial obligations the Guild may
contract through the varions activities it
carrics on for the henefit of the students
generally, That is why associations of - a
sporting or philanthropic nature become
incorporated under the Associations In-
corporation Aet, 1895,

Hon. E. Nulsen: It is to protect the
members individually,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is to
protect the individual members of the coun-
¢il or committce from personal. Lability.
As the member for Kanowna says, it would
mean that the liability, if any, would be
satisfied by proceeding against the corpor-
ate body, and that would mean it would be
limited to the assets of the corporate body.
The first application made was to incor-
porate the Gunild of Undergraduates under
the Associations Incorporation Aet, in the
same way as so many non-trading bodies
are incorporated in this State. The opinion
of the Crown Law officers was that the in-
corporation could not be granted under
that Aet.

The view held was that the Guild of
Undergraduates was already a component
part of the University strueture and its
position defined in the TUniversily of West-
ern Anstralin Aet. That heing so, it was
considered that the Guild of Uhndergradu-
ates was not the kind of body meant to he
covered by the Associations Incorporation
Act. When it was found that the facilities
of that Aet were not available, a request
was made by the Guild, supported by the
Senate, for a.short Aet to be passed to
enable the Guild of Undergraduates fo be-
vome a corporafe body in the way this Biil

proposes. The Guild is in no sense a trad-
ing body. It does not deal with the
people generzlly. It operates on be-
half of the students themselves, and
helps to provide the hospitality which
they sometimes exfend to other stud-
ents who may visit the University.

It wounld, in my opinion—apart from the
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legal diffieulty to which I have referred—
normally be a case where the association
or guild might be incorporated under the
Associations Incoiporafion Aet, 1895. The
Bill provides for an amendment to See-
tion 28, to which T have rcferved, hy
adding a further subseetion, as follows:—

{4) The Guild of Undergraduates shall e
a body corporate by that name with perpetuul
suecession and o common seal; and shall by
that name be capable in law of suing and le-
ing sued, and shall have such other powers
and authorities ‘and shall be subjoet to such
obligationy as shiall have been or shall from
time to time DLe preseribed by or under
Statutes for the time being in force.

The pawers and obligations preseribed by
statute will be those preseribed by statutes
of the Senate, as governing bhody. The
Bill then provides that Section 31 of the
pavent Act shall be amended by adding
a wider power of making regulations or
statufes, to be made by the Senate as gov-
erning body. The Senate, as the govern-
ing body of the TUniversity, will be en-
titled to make statutes or regulations in
respect of the Guild of Undergraduates,
the eonditions of membership, additional
powers, authoritics and obligations of the
Guild of Undergraduates, and the use and
eustody of the common seal thereof.
Shertly, the Bill proposes to give the Guild
of Undergraduates the position of a corp-
orate body and to confer upon the Senate,
as the governing body of the University,
power to make the necessary regulations
defining the powers, liabilities and duties
of the Cinild as a corporate body.

The (iuild is to he commended for the
responsibility it has taken and interest it
has shown in the life of the students at
the University and the interest it has in-
dieated in providing for those services
that play an important part in the work
of the students at the University. The
Senate has heen glad to see that Guild °
members are prepared to aceept the respon-
silility of the various funetions they have
performed affeeting the life of stndents
at the University., Tt is to be realised
that the Guild is now a large body, with
1,700 members.  Naturally, its aectivities
are fairly extensive, in the ways I have
mentioned, and T feel the request is not
nnreasonahle—that the Guild - should be
allowed the status of a corporate body and
shonld thereby be given that degree of
support which I think it should have in
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earrying out its funetions in the life and
serviee of the students at onr University.
I move- - ‘

Thut the Bill be now read a second time.

Un motion by Hon. ¥, J, 8, Wise, debate
adjourned.

BILL -FACTORIES AND SHOPS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR (Hon,
[.. Thorn—Tomdyny} [5.23] in moving the
seeond reading said: Section 99 of the
Faetories and Shops Aet, 1920-1948, cm-
powers His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor
to proclaim any portion of the State a
~hap distriet for the purposes of the Aect.
Following the proclamation of the Aet, a
publication was made in the ‘‘Government
tiazette’’ of the 11th February, 1921, pro-
claiming shop distriets south of the 26th
parallel. The boundaries of such shop
distriets, in geneval, followed those of the
road districts existing at that time. Many
vhanges have since taken place in those
road distriets by way of alteration of the
houndaries and the creation of .new road
distriets, and it has been found, when deal-
ing with petitions and polls, that anomaljes
ari-e wherchy certain townships are in-
¢luded in the voting for a centre with
which they do not trade or do business.
In u recent decision regarding the Bussel-
ton shop district, two townships were en-
titled to vote, though they were reslly in
the Margaret River road distriet, and were
interested in matters appertaining to that
distriet and not the Busselton distriet.
Mnelt matters have created a desire for a
full revizion of the existing shop distriets
houndaries.

The (rown Law officers have given the
opinion there i3 no express power in Sub-
<eetion (1) of Nection 99 of the Factories
and Shops  Aet, 1920-1946, to alfer the
houndaries of any distrviet, and, in view
of Tarliament being aware of the provi-
sions of Acts such as the Road Distriets
Aet, 1919, Section 8; the Land Act, 1933,
Sectiorn 37, and the Water Boards Aect,
1994, Seotion 4, all of which give express
power for the alteration of houndaries, the
presumption was raised that Parliament ex-
pressly denied at that time any rvight to
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the (overnor, under Section 101, to alter
the houndaries of a shop district onee it
had been proclaimed, To permit a
satisfactory position to exist, allowing for
the full vevision of houndaries of shop dis-
triets and such future alterations as are
requested or deemed necessary, 1 submit
this amending Bill. It provides for the
insertion of the words ‘‘or alter the
bonndariex  of”’  following the word
““abolish’’ In Scetion 99 of the principal
Act.

Sinee I have been in office, several polls
have been econducted regarding shop dis-
tricts and on many occasions unsalisfae-
tory positions have arisen owing to the
fact that distriets have been inecluded in
a shop distriet that really had nothing in
common with them, but they have cast suf-
ficient votes to give~a majority, with a
subsequent alteration to the existing trad-
ing hours. Members will realise that such
& position is unsatisfactory. These shop
districts have existed under the Act sinee
1920, and it will be fvlly appreciated that
many changes have taken place since then.
The Department of Tabour feels that the
time has arrived when a revision of the
boundavies should take place, and this
amending Bill has been intrednced for that
purpose.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Who will alter the
houndaries? Does the Bili give the Minister
power to do sof \

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I think
that the Governor will do that.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Of ecourse, the Minis-
ter iz the Governor in this respect,

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: That is
s0. The member for Leederville quite rea-
lises, the position. The matter will be in-
vestigated by the Faectories and Shops De-
partment, which wil] make recommendations
that will be examined by the Minister prior
to approval. I move— .

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Oh motion by Hon. A, H. Panton, debate
adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1947-48.
In Committee of Swupply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Perkins in the Chair,



[6 Noveserr, 1947.]

Vete—llepartment of Industrial Develop.
meut; £24,220 (partly considered) :

HON. A. B. G. HAWEKE (Northam)
[5.32]: I am suve every member who had
the opportunity of listening to the Minister
infrednce the Istimates, was pleased to hear
the report made hy him of the progress in
Western Australia in recent years in the
field of industrial development. I was dis-
appointed to find that he had nothing (o
say at this stage in conmection with the
charcoal-iren and wood distillalion industries
being established at Wundowie, The reason
he gave for not diseussing those industries
was quite a good one. It was that he has
given notice of his intention to introduce a
Bill in eonnection with iron and steel gener-
ally, and consequently will doubtless have a
fair amount to tell the House about the
latest position at Wundowie, However, I
think most members would have appreeiated
a brief word or two from the Minister in
ronnection with that matter, more especially
as the report of the Royal (fommissioner re-
zarding the industries there has been made
publie, and has been earefully read by those
people concerned with the operations.

The public generally were very anxious
to have the report of the Royal Commis-
sioner, and they read it, when published,
with great interest. They are as in-
terested today in the question as to what pro-
gress has taken plaee since the Royal Com-
missioner’s report was made available, I
understand that the chareoal-iron industry
at Wundowie is already at a staze where
it eonld go into production—er very -close
to that stage—and I trust the Minister will,
when he introduces the Bill of which he has
already given notice, present to members of
this House and the publie generally the latest
information regarding those enterprises.

The Minister for Industrial Development
I propose to do that.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: There is an
amazing amount of interest in this State
with rbgard to the industries at Wundowie.
I knew, even hefore the report of the Royal
Commissioner was made available, that a
great deal of interest existed; but following
the  publication of that doeument,
I have eome to know from personal experi-
ence that there was, and is, ever so mnch
more publie interest than I had previously
thonght. I am pleased to have the assuranee
of the Minister that he will, in the very

apeech,
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near future, give us the lalest information
regarding the progress at Wundowip since
the receipt of the report by the Royal Com-
miscioner, Mr. Gibson. The general publie
wa+ extremely pleased to find Mr. Gibson's
report so completely favourable to the in-
dustries at Wundowie, and from that point
of view, if from no other, there may have
heen some slight justifieation for the Gov-
ernment, inking the action it did in having
a Roval Commission investigate the indus-
tries.

The potash industry at Chandler is very
important, as the Minister told us in his
The history of the industry will
doubtless be written up some dny. T think
most members are awnre of the various diffi-
culties that surrounded the attempts at ex-
ploitation of the alunite deposits at Chandler.
Most of them ave also aware of the struegle
that ensned over a long period 1o establish
the industry, to get it into operation and
not only to incresse the quantity of potash
prodoeed but, which perhaps is more im-
portant still, to improve the quality, of the
oroduet, Those cflorts have been earried on
continnonsly and it was satisfying to hear
*he Minister say the other evening that they
have reached the stage where a satisfactory
process has been evolved which will be
applied in the reasonably near future, and
when applied, will enable the industry to
prodiee a suificiently high quality product
to gain for it a price, when scld, that will
cnable the enterprise to operate profitably.
The potash industry at Chandler is tremend-
onsly important to the agriculiural jndustries
of Australia. When the Chandler industry
is expanded as originally intended, it will
he in a position to produce the whole af
Australia’s potash requirements and to gn
on produeing them for at least a hundred
vears. The quantity of raw material avail
able at Chandler, it is veliably estimated, ix
sufficient to enable Anstralia’s requirements
fo he met for at least a hundred years.

I sincerely hope the Minisier for Indus-
trial Development has already had a heart

» to heart falk with his colleague, the Ministar

for Works, about hoth the Wundowie and
the Chandler industries. If he has not
already had such a talk, I trust he will have
it reasonably soon, because the knowledgr
possessed of these industries by the Min-
ister for Works is deplorable, ar was deplor-
able, np to March of this year or, allerna-
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tively, the Minister for Works was pleased
in March of this year wilfully and grossly
to misrepresent to the publie of his own
electorate, and indireetly to the public of
Western  Australia, these two industries.
Fortunately from my point of view, he
committed his views to paper and had this
to say—

T assert that the last two years have been
the most disturbing, pvrpleung and disheart-
ening of any this country has ever experienced.
Judging by the look on the face of the
mether for Middle Swan, the present period
i even far more perplexing than the period
te which the Minister for Works 1ofe1r(=r‘
in the pamphlet.

Mr. Grayden: You are wrong there.

Han. A. R. G. HAWKE:
in the pamphlet continnes—

Almost everything has gone wrong; pracs
tivally nothing right, Listen! The Lake Cam-
pion deposita were to supply Australin with
her potash needs; Wundowie was to make us
imlependent of outside supplicrs of charcoal-
iron for the prosecution of the war.

The statement

1 ean quite understand the Minister for
Industrial Development smiling in the man-
ner that he is at the moment when he hears
me read these weird extracts from the
pamphlet issued by the present Minister
for Works during the eleetion campaion.
In a later part (:f the pamphlet he stated—

Whoe will pretend that Chandler and Wun-

dowie are living up to expectations—to put
it mildly?
I am very pleased that the Minister for
Works has returned to his seat. 1 thiaik
it necessary to re-vead the extracts fro.ao
the pamphiet so that he may understund
vlearly what 1 am speaking about—-

1 assert that the last two years lhave been
the mwaost disturbing, perplexing and disheart-
vning of any this country has ever expericneed.
Almost vwnthmg has gone wrong; practic
ally nothing right. Listen! The Lake Cam-
pinn deposits were to supply Australin with
her potash needs— ]

The Minister for Works:
vour fears there, I think.

Hon. A. R. G, HAWKE: The statement
continues — .

Wundowic was to make us independent of
outride suppliers of charegal-iron for the pro-
secution of the war. Who will pretend that
Chandler and Wumdowie are living up to ex-
pectations—to put it mildly.

The truth about the Lake Campion de-
posits was and is that the Labour Govern-

I am sharing
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ment of the day decided to develop thein
for the purpose of producing potash
to supply some of the requirements
of this State and, if possible, all of them.
What was called a one-unit plant was in-
stalled and its total capaeity to produce
was not greater than the total requirements
of the State. That was explained to the
House on many ocecasions and the present
Minister for Works was present on most,
if not all, of those oceasions. The House
was told that the policy of the Government
was to test out the ability of Western Aus-
tralin fo produce potash economically on
the basis of the one-unit plant, its total
production eapacity being only one-third of
Australia’s total requirements. The further
policy of the Government was to triplicate
the plant when the Government was ahso-

lutely satisfied that potash was being
economieally produced by the one-unit
plant.

So it heeames elear that, in the practical
sense, the poligy of Tahour Governments—
two of them were concerned—was to test
out the economies of the industry on the
basis of the one-unit plant, which every-
body, and especially menibers of this Houose,
knew was capable of producing only one-
third of the total requirements of Australia
each year. " To the extent that the state-
ment in the pamphlet issued last March hy
the present Minister for Works was in-
tended to mislead the electors into believing
that all of Australia’s requirements were to
be produeed at Chandler before March,
1947, the present Minister for Works was
either ignorantlv—he had no reason to be
ignorant about the matter—misleading his
electors or, alternatively, was wilfully mis-
leading them for the purpose of gaining
some Party advantage in his electorate. His
statem®nt in the pamphlet about the Wun-
dowie charcoal-iron industry was ahsolutely
untrue and conld have been published for
no purpose other than that of deliberately
misleading the people.

The Minister for Works: Does that mean
that vou did not eommenee Wundowie for
the purpose of producing iron there for war
purposes?

Hon. A, R, G, HAWKE: That is not the
statement in the pamphlet.

The Minister for Works: It may not be,
but it has a distinet bearing on the position
now.
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Hon, A. R. G, HAWKE: It has no bear-
ing at all.
The Minister for Works: I say it has.

Hon. A, It, G. HAWKE: The statement
in the pamphlet was unqualified. .

The Minister for Works: Does Wundowie
stand up to its or vour intentions?

Hon. A. R. (i, HAMWKE: If the Minister
could comprehend that I am analysing a
printed statement issued in his name last
March and that T am trying to prove that
his statement was completely untrue, he
would be able to appreciate hetter’ the un-
fortunate attitude he adopted a few months
ago. We are not diseussing the question of
whether Wundowie would make all the pro-.
gress that was hoped for in a° year, two
years, three years or any number of years.
The statement in the pamphlet is that Wun-
dowie wag to cause us to be independent of
outside supplies of charcoal-iron for the
prosecution of the war.

The Minister for Works:
Fight!

Hon. A. R. ¢, HAWKE: T say, without
hesitation, that Wundowie was not {o do
anything of the kind.

Mr. Hoar: Perhaps the Minister was
talking about the next warl

Hon. A.R. G. HAWKE: It was never
intended to do anything of the kind. The
industry was established at Wundowie in an
effort {o produce charcoal-iron as quickly as
possible, although there was never any con-
fident hope that it could be produced in timg
to e used for war purposes, because at that
time no-one had any idea how long the war
would last. Therefore, any undertaking that
charcoal-iron wonld be produeced at Wun-
dowie for war purposes would have been
guesswork and could not have been any-
thing else. Bui this statement in the pam-

That is all

phlet goes muech further even than that;

the statement is that Wundowie was to
make us independent of outside supplies of
chareoal-iron for the prosecution of the
war. That is silly; it is misleading and the
present Minister for Works knew that, be-
cause he took a particular interest in the
debates in this House upon subjeets of this
character and he had all the appropriate
and reliable information in bis possession if
he had cared to tell the public in his distriet
the trath in conneetion with the Wundowie
enterprise. However, as I said when lead-
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ing up to this matter, I hoped the Minister
for Industrial Development had had a
heart-to-heart talk with the Minister for
Waorks ' about both the Wundowie and the
Chandler enterprises and, if not, that it
would take place in the very near future.

In reply to an interjection during his
speoch, the Minister told us that the Ade-
laide company, whigh is intending to estab-
lish a lazge industry in thig State for the
manufaeture of wool tops, hopes to have its
faclory eompleted within a reasonable fime
and fairly soon thereafter to instal the
necessary machinery and embark upon the
industry. The negotiations for the establish-
ment of this industry were initiated some
time ago, I should sny ab least 18 months
ago. Interviews betwaen the representa-
tives of the ,Government and of the firm
were held in Adelaide and, at a later date,
in Western Australia. Finally, the rep-
reseniatives of the company agreed that the
conditions offered for the establishment of
their industry here were satisfactory and
they decided to locate a branch in this
Btate. Tt would be in order’io say that the
industry would probably have commenced
operations well before now, except for the
diffieulty confronting anyone who decides
to establish an industry here.

1 refer first of all to the obtaining of a
building permit and subscquently the ob-
taining of necessary huilding materials, The
Minister told the House qnitec frankly tha:
building materials could not be:made avail-
able for indusirial purposes except 1in
limited guantitics beeaunse of the high prior.
ity which the Housing Commission claims it
has " for aterials for 'house bullding.
Much as I regret the fact that the quantity
of building materials available for second-
ery industry is limited, we must agree with
the Minister that the Housing Commission
must have a higher priority than the build-
ing of factories and workshops for new
industries to be established quickly, Tt must
have been very pleasing for members to hear
from the Minister of the continued pro-
gress being made by the Chamberlain In-
dustries, Ltd., with its tractor-making in-
dustry at Welshpool. As I said on a pre-
vious orcasion, the winning of this
industry for the State was nothing short of
a miracle, I repeat that now,

The company, in the early stages, was
inrlined to laugh at the idea of establishing
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its industry in Western Australia. That
was because it already had two other im-
portant industries in DMelbourne; and
naturally, from the company’s point of
view, Melbourne was the place where it pro-
posed to establish its tractor-making indus-
try. From the hard pounds, shillings and
. pence point of view, Melbourne might still
have been the better place for this industry.
However, with the aid of the State Govern-
ment and the generous assistance of the
Commonwealth Government, the previons
Government was able finally to reach the
position when the company decided to
establish the industry here. All the neces-
sary arrangements were finalised and
committed to paper and the company then
progeeded to organise in such a way as to
begin the industry at Welshpool.

It was a fortunate circumstance for
Western Australia that the Welshpool fae-
tories had been built during the war by the
Commonwealth Government, because that

. meant that buildings were already in exist-
ence some of which were eminently suited
for this industry. If the company had had
to wait for building permits and building
materials, it might have decided not to ¢ome
to this State at all. One of the very im-
porfant meatters associated with the eom-
mencement of this industry was that of ob-
taining the neecessary machine tools. Most
of these were available in Ausiralia, having
been imported during the war nnder the
lend-lease agreement with the United States.
However, the total quantity of machine tools
required was very great and very valuable,
too, in terms of money, and the machine
tools were scattered from one end of ihe
Commonwealth to the other. In addition,
there was great competition Tor them after
the war finished,

Private manufacturing companies in all
States, and prineipally in New Sonth Wales,
Victorin and South  Australia, were very
anxious to keep iheir hands on these tools
or on most of them. We, as a Government
at that time, however, were able to cou-
vince the Prime Minister and his appropriate
ofticers of the desirabilify of earmarking all
the machine tools requived for the tractor

" indusiry in Western Australia so that they
might he available to the Chamberlains to
enable them to proceed with the establish-
ment of the industry at Welshpool. Al that
time, all the machine tools were the pro-
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perty of the Commonwealth Government,
and [ think Western Australia owes a debt
of gratitude to the Prime Minister and his
Government for the fact that they decided
to enrmark these machine tools for the West-
orn Australian tractor projeet in an effort
lo decentralise to some cxtent the secondary
industrics of Australia from the larwer to
the smaller States.

The Minister referred in enthusijastic terms
to the progress being made in the plywoond
industry at Carlisle. This industry is a
very important one, as he said. [t was
exstablished te a considerable extent becanse
of the great courage displayed by the pro-
prietor, Mr, Cullity. He made a decision,
in perhaps the most difficult period of the
war, to establish a plywood industry in this
State. Up to the time he established his
enterprise, there was no such industry n
Western Australia and this Htate was en-
tirely dependent upon the Queensland ply-
wood industry for supplies of plywood, as,
[ think, were most other States, As Mr.
C'ullity procecded to establish this industry
#t Carlisle he met, as can easily be imagines,
all kinds of diificulties; and it was the privi-
lege of the Department of Industrial
Development  of  the Government  of
which 1 was n memher at the time to assist
him through all his difficulties, until ulti-
mately he was able to install in the factory
all the machinery required fo epable ply-
wood to he produerd. Te produced plywool
at that time and has continued to produce
it ever since.

That is not to suggest that everything haos
zone smmoolhly. Tle has had al| those dilli-
culties which natarglly develop in most new
nndertakings aud he was up against many
troubles  in  conneetion  with  plant  and
materials. Ile had to improvise in many
direetions in regard to plant and consp-
«quently was produeing ander condilions thal
were nol the best from an evonomie point
of view, and continued to do so for =somer
time. Towards the end of last year a Mer-
ritt pecling lathe was available within Ans-
tralin. Tt was imported by the Common-
wealth from Amerien nnder a  lease-lend
arrangement and was the property of the
Commonwealth Government. When it wax
known that this lathe was available to pri-
vate enterprise, there was g great rush on
the part of those who wanted to obtain it. .
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The Minister for Industrial Development:
And the gentleman in Queensland has not
recovered yet!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE ; There developed
a battle between the representatives of this
State and of Quceensland to obtain this lathe,
It is a very big lathe in regard to pro-
ductive capacity and 1 understand it is one
of the most modern machines of jts k.ri
in the world. We as a Government, together
with Mr. Cullity and whatever other people
we could enlist to our aid in the other States,
struggled along in our endeavour to obtain
this machine for the plywood factory at
Carlisle. : ’

Representations eame to us from time to
time that Western Australia’s chances of
oblaining it were hopeless. In fact, on one
oceasion we had a report that the lathe
had alveady been allocated by the Secondary
Industries Division of the Commonwealih to
Queensland,  So the fortunes of war ebbed
and flowed, until finally we had authoritative
word from the Commonwealth Clovernment
to the effeet that this machine had been
allocated to Cullity’s plywond industry at
Carlisle; and that, we considered, was =a
very great viectory for Wostern Anstralia and
another indiecation of the anxiety of the
Commonwealth Government to assist to some
extent in decentralising industry in the less
industrialised States of the Commonwealth.

I am nof here this evening to say that
the present Commonwealth Government, or
any Commonwealth Government of the past,
has ever done as much ag it should have
done in trying to establish secondary in-
dustries in the less industrialised States. I
do not think any Commonwealth Govern-
ment has done as mueh as it shonld. Never-
theless, when instances do oecur of the Com-
monwealth Governmen{ assisting a less in-
dustrialised State, especially when it does
so against the attempts or the requests and
requirements of a large industrialised State,
I think we are entitled to offer some smali
mecd of credit. I do not want to say much
about the proposed steel industry, beecause
T might even be ont of order in doing so
in view of the fact that the Minister has
given notice of his intention to introduce
a Bill in conneetion with it, However, I
did read in a week-end paper recentlv—I
think it was the “Sunday Times"—a state-
ment to the effect that the propesed indus-
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try might be cstablished at Collie, and not
at Bunbury as was originally sugpgested or
proposed,

The Minister for Industrial Development :
That was not by me, was it9

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The report was
not ot a direct statement from the Minister.
It was based, I think, upon some word that
bad been given to the member for Collie and,
as far as I ean remember, the idea under-
lying it was that the claims of Collie for
the establishment of the steel industry there
as against Bunbury were being considered,
or would be considered by the Government.
The suggestion was that the industry might
be established at Collie if & large coal trade
between Collie and Kalgoorlie developed so
that it became economieal to transport iron-
ore from Southern Cross in the trucks which
took the coal from Collie to Kalgoorlie, I
am not asking the Minister to make any
definile statement on the point when he
introduces the steel Bill, but I can imagine
that there is some’ considerable amount of
unrest in the South-West, and, no doubt,
a great deal of speculation as to whether

the preposed industry is to be established
at Bunbury or at Collie,

Tl_:e Minister for Industrial Development:
ANl T ean say is that no such statement has
ever been authorised or initiated by me.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: The Minister
would be well advised to obtain a copy of
th‘e “Sunday Times” in question so that Le
might read jost exactly what was reported.

Mr, May: There was no reference to Bl;n-
bury.

Hon. A. R. ¢. IIAWKE: The Minister
might then consider it advisable to elear
the air for the Bunbury and the Collie
people. That hon. gentleman told us that
progress in the fishing industry was con-
tinving, but he did not go into much de-
tail, I am not criticiging him in any way
for that, but T would like him, if possible,
when he replies to the debate, to give us
somo information as to the progress being
made by the ex-Serviecemen who were assist-
ed to go into the fishing industey hy the
Department  of Industrial Development.
Several young ex-Servicemen were assisted
financially, and in other ways, by the
Government, through the department, to go
1!11'0 the industry, and uwp to March of this
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vear they were all making splendid progress
and gssisting to develop the industry along
solid lines. In addition, they were re-estab-
lishing themselves very sucecessfully into the
civilinn life of the State.

The Chief Secretary: -1 may be giving
vou some information about that.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: T am not par-
ticular from which Minister the information
<omes, buot as the Department of Industrial
Development was eoneerned in wmaking the
financial assistance available to these men,
1 thought it would most properly conte from
the Minister for Industrial Development.
The Minister mentioned the Fremantle ship-
vard which was established by the Common-
wealth (overument during the war, and in
which 300-ton wooden ships were built for
the Department of the Army. Unfortunate-
1y soon after the war ended it was not pos-
sible to obtain orders from anywhere for
wooden ships of the size the yard was cap-
able of econstructing, and consequently it
had to cease as a shipbuilding yard.

The Minister told us that the State Gov-
ernment offered the Commonwealth Govern-
ment €20,000 for the yard and everything
within it. I understand the Commonwealth
Government considers the value of the yard,
and everything within i, to be al least
£50,000, The Commonwealth estimate might
be a bit on the high side and the State offer
might be somewhat on the low side. The
Minister told us that a counter-offer from
the Commonwealth authorities had been re-
ceived only last week, and that counter-
offer was a willingness to sell for £25,000.
It the Minister cheeks back, he will find thai
an offer at the firure of £25,000 was made
previously so that the yard, therefore, has
heen available on offer to the State Govern-
ment at £25,000 for some time,

The Minister for Industrial Development:
This' must have heen a reiteration of that
offer.

Hon. A. R. G, HAWKE: Yes. The offer
made this week by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to sel) the yard to the State for
25,000 must have been a reiteration of
similar offers made on previous oeeasions.
However, I appeal to the Minister and the
other members of the Qovernment to aceept
this offer.

«

Kitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 p.m. -
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Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Before tea I
was discussing the State’s offer to the Com-
monwealth of £20,000 for the North Ire-
mantle shipyard, and the Commonwealth’s
counter-ofier of £25,000, If the negotia-
tions in this matter should come to a stage
where it is a case of £25,000 or no shipyard,
I trust the State Government will find the
additional £3,000 asked by the Common-
wealth, and make sure that the shipyard is
secured intaet for this State. It might very
well be that the shipvard, on a wvaluation
based on how much this or that building
is worth and how much the land and other
items are worth, wight, in the estimation
of the officers of the State Government, not
be worth £25,000, However, if the great
vaine of the establishment from the point
of view of our industrial development is
considered, there should he no doubt at all
as to the advisability of the Government
finding the extra £3,000 that has been re-
nuested hy the Commeonwealth. I am sure
that much more than the additional £5,000
would come back to the State in the years
of the fulare, if the shipyard could be kept
intact and used to house secondary indus-
tries suitable to that area, as against allow-
ing it to be hroken up and sold piecemeal
to this, that or the other person. .

The Premier: T do not think that will
happen.

Hon. A R. . HAWKE: I am pleased to
have that expression of opinion from the
PPremier, and I feel confident that he, his
Minister for Industrial Development and
the other Ministers coneerned will not, if
it becomes necessary, refuse to make an
offer slightly larger than that alraady made.
The Minister made hrief refercnee to the
gasificalion of Collie ecoal for industrial
and domestic purposes. 1 mmst admit that
I have not been able to keep myself at all
well informed on the progress made in this
matter, since leaving the office of Minister
for Industrial Development in April of this
year. Tt will be appreciated by me—and
I am sure by other membhers, especially the
member for Mt Magnet and the member
for Collie—if the Minister, in his reply,
gives some detailed information as to the
actual progress made in this matter,

I am, of course, aware of the valuable
experiments and research work done by
Mr. F. C. Fox, whose services were retained
by the previous Government over a con-
siderable period. I understand he is no
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longer in the service of the Government. I
am not aware of the reason that caused the
(iovernment to terminate his services. The
Minister told the House that there is now
a person named Donnelly in charge of the
Fuel Techunology Bureau. I am anxious to
obtain some information additional to that
which the Minister gave when introducing
his Estimates. There are several other
items of industrial development in this
State that have taken place in recent years,
and that [ had listed to mention, but I will
econtent myself with having already dis-
cussed the major industrial developments
in Western -Australia over the last five or
six years. It is only fair to the Wise Gov-
ernment and the Willeoek Government to
say that all of the secondary industries to
which I have referred today are industries
that were established by one or other of
those two Governments, or of which they
laid the foundations. The Minister said he
considered the appointment of Mr. Fernie,
as Director of Industrial Development, a
very wise one. There is no doubt of that.

I referred, in my speech not many days
ago, to the great value to Western Austra-
lia of Mr. Fernie's work as Director of In-
dusirial Development. e was appointed
—if T remember rightly—in February of
10 or 1841, and his serviee to this Siate
cannot he meusured in pounds, shillings and
pence. At heart he is a great Western
Australian, and has given everything within
him to the development of the State's
secondary industries.  Of my own ex-
perience, I know that he works too hard.
1 sugrest to the Minister that he should,
at the first opportunity, compel Mr. Fernie
to go away for an extended holiday. He has
a considerable amount of leave of various
kinds due to him but, unless he is com-
pelled to take a large portion of that leave,
1 believe he will stiek to the job until such
time as be is unable to continue working
any longer. On many oceasions I did my
hest to compel him to go away. Several
times he actually went away, with the idea
of staying away for perhaps three months,
but on each occasion he was back on the
joh after a week or two.

In a very kindly manner, on ai least one
occasion in this Hopse the Minister for In-
dusirial Development, told members, in
cffect, that if a Labour Government did 99
things of which he eould approve and only
one thing of which he eould not, he would
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spend all his time eriticising the one thing
and leave severely alone the 99 things that
met with his approval.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Who said that?

Hon, ¥. J. 8. Wisd: The Minister did,
and meant it.

. The Minister for Industrial Development :

For obvious reasons, which I think I must
explain, The only thing that would be pub-
licised afterwards would be what T said
abont the ones I approved, if I did.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The Minister
for Industria]l Development has a very keen
mind, especially in matters political. e
quite wel] knows bow any praise that he
might bestow on the Lahour Governmeqt or
upon any of its legislation or administra-
tive achievements might subsequently be re-
produced in pamphlet form or by way of
newspaper advertisemeni as speeial praise
for such a Government. Consequently he
is shways extremely carveful not to say one
word of praise in any of the directions |
have indicated.

Mr Stvants: It mizht be nsed in evidence
against him,

IHon. A. R. G. TTAWKE: Nevertheless, 1
think in his speech in introducing these
Estimates—

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: He was & bit ofi-
gnard.

Hon, A. R. G. IIAWKE : —he gave voice
{o the mo=t magnifieent testimonial I have
ever hward uttered in favour of any Govern-
ment, andd [ propose to quote his words,
hecause they were, beyond any shadow of}
doubt, a marvellous fribute tuw the work
carried out by the Wise and Willeoek
Labour Governments in relation to the
development of seeondary industries in
Weslern Australia.

My. Stvants: It must have been a mental
aberration!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: This is an ex-
fract from the Minister’s speech in which
he referred to the Department of Induostrial
Development—

The activities of the department are ex-
panding very rapidly. I can almost say that
the stage has now been reached where we do
not need to ask industries to make inquiries
as to an establishment in Western Ausiralia;
they are coming forward entirely of their own
volition. Tt may be that in the mot too far
distant future we will have to make a selec-
tion from the many offering.
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The Minister” for Industrial Development:
They have such contidence in the present
Government that that is likely to be the
position.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: On my own
behalf, as well as on hehalf of all our
supporters in the previous two Governments,
I desire to express keen appreciation of ‘the
testimonial that the Minister for Industrial
Development has given to us in this rather
sweet and indircet way.

Houn. F. J. 8. Wise: Let us hope he does
not spail it.

The Minister for 1ndustrial Development
I am delighted to receive that oxpression
of appreciation.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: In conelusion,
quite apart from any party political angle,
I think members on each side of the Cham-
ber are entitled to join together in express-
ing very great satisfaction at the fact that
Western Australia has, over the last few
years, made surh great progress in this fleld.
It is a most signifieant advance because it
had to be achieved in the face of very great
diffienltics—

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: And bostility,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: —not only
with respect to the war situation but also
having regard to the fact that secondary
industries in this State had to be built up
against {he known vigorous competition of
old estaldished industries of a similar kind
in the Eastern States. I am sure the pre-
sent Minister and his Guvernment will go
ahead with all possible spred and with all
possible vigour in their endeavonrs further
to expand our secondary industries, In this
as in most other fields, snevess begets sue-
ecssa [ om quite sure that when one Eastern
States tirm learns  that unother Iastern
States limn has established an industry in
"Western Austvalia, it feels there must be
somothing abont this Stale and that there

must he opportunifics here. Consequently we-

bave this ever ineren~ing e¢irele of intervests
in our State and an ever ineregsing number
of decizions on the part of Fastern States
firms to establish branches of their enter-
prises in Woestern  Australis.  When our
seecondary  industries  are  sufliciently
developed to halance in a rensonable man-
ner with our mining and primary industries,
I think we can then look to the future with
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the very greatest eonfidence that Western
Australia is, or soon wili be, one of the most
progressive  States in Australia, a State
which is offering, not only to the people
already living in it but also to people
coming from olher countries who are pre-
pared to work for a living, opportunities
equal to any of a similar kind offered else-
where in the Commonwealth or for tha.
matter in any other part of the world.

MR. NIMMO (Mount Hawthorn) [7.48]:
There is one small matter on which I would
like to ray a few words. The member for
Northam spoke about a shipyard at TFre-
mantle, T understand that it cost the Com-
monwealth Government £53,000 and I am
told on fairly good authority by one of the
Commonwealth men here that the hreaking-
np and selling of that shipyard would
realise £38,000. I would he very sorry fo
see it gold under the hammer bheeause a lot
of the material might not get into the right
channels.

Hon. A. R, G. Hawke: I think they would
get that much only if they sold in the black
market.

The Minister for Industrial Development :
I am sure of it.

Mr. NTMMO: I am just telling members
what T heard. On the stock sheets for dis-
posal they have £16,000 worth of stock,
consisting of paint and a number of other
commodities, T understand the departinent
at first made an offer of £10,000 and later
raised it to £20,000. I wouldl like to sec the
State GGovernment pay £25,000 so that we
could vse the material,  We want quite a
lot for lionsing and we require buildings
for our secondary industries, I do not
propose to say any more on the subject
except that it has occurred to me that the
State should pay £25,000.

MR. MAY (Collic) [7.50]: Like ihe
member for Northam, T fecl that membhers
must have heen impressed with the pielure
of our secondary industries painted by the
Minister. 1 consider that the prospeets in
this direction have never been brightem I
am satisfiell that many secondary indus-
tries will eventually he established in the
South-West. There is a point reparding
the untold mineral wealth of the South-
West thot T wish to mention. No survey
has been made or estimate formed of the
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real value of that mineral wealth and I
am hoping that the Government will see its
way to arrange for one in order that we
may obirin the full benefit of any deposiis
of an economic value to the Stote,

I wish to draw attention to the grain
distillery, situated some two miles from
Collie, that was built by the Common-
wealth Government and placed under option
to the Colonial Sngar Refining Company.

The Attorney General: Could you turn
that into a whisky distillery?

Mr. MAY: The sugar company has re-
linquished any interest it had in the con-
eern, and the huildings and machinery have
veverted to the Commonwealth. The dis-
tillery was established during the war to
produce from grain sufficient fuel in the
event of oversen supplies failing to come
to hand. When the war ended, the dis-
tillery was not needed for that purpose
and now, with the food problem so acute,
the State would not spare any wheat for
distillation purposes. This building, with
its machinery, is far too valuable to the
State for us to permit it to be removed,
and I am pleased to say that when an op-
portunity for using the building for some
other purpose was brought to the notice of
the present Government, it readily agreed
te do everything possible to retain it. The
building could be adapted for use by other
industries, and T trust that eventually this
will be done. Situated anly two miles from
Collie, it is alongside an enormons water
supply and a coalmine where any quantity
of fuel ean be obtained, and is dirvectly
connected with the rail service. T wish
tn emphasise to the Government the neces-
sity at all ecosts to retain that building on
its present site.

Tn view of the many industries and acti-
vities that are sure to expand, I wish to
sugrest the appointment of a full-time
Minister for the South-West. T ask the
(fovernment to give this metter special con-
sideration beeause I feel that the second-
ary industries about to be established will
require the whole atfention of a Minister.
Tossibly in the near future a textile in-
dustry will be established in the South-
West and with the Minister T believe that
that industry will become an aecomplished
faet. The distillery building could be
utilised for & wool-scouring and wool-pro-
eessing plant,  Truoe, it would need ad-
justment, hut in the hinterland between
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Bunbury and the Great Southern Railway,
wool is being produced in large quantities
and could be treated at Cellie. I trust
that the Minister will not overlook this
possibility.

I also wish to refer to the waste that
is occurring—unfortunately it cannot be
avoided at present—in our timber areas.
It is within the realms of possibility that
a wood-pulping industry ecould be estab-
lished in the South-West.

Mr. Reynolds: What timber would you
use ?

Mr. MAY: Mostly karri. I understand
that carri ends are very suitable for pulp-
ing, though that elass of timber is rather
searce. Nevertheless a good deal is being
wasted that ought to be used in the way I
have suggested. -

We all hope that an iron and steel in-
dustry will be established in this State. I
do not wish to deery the efforts of those
who have fried to get this industry estab-
Yished in Bunbury but, taking o long-range
vigw, I eonsider that Bunbury and its en-
virons should Be reserved for something
better than secondary industries. In the
years to come, Bunbury will be one of our
most popular tourist resorts, and it should
not he ecluttered with industries such as
steel works or factories of a similar nature.

Before long Collie eoal must be supplied
to the Goldfields, Users there are wanting
it now, and it is certain that we shall soon
have to transport quantities of Collie coal
to Kalgoorlie to meet the demand. Those
orders are mot being supplied at present
because of the shortage of houses and
labour. I suggest to the Minister that the
iron-ore deposits at Koolyanobbing should
he considered in conjunetion with the pro-
posed iron and steel industry, as the rolling-
stoek which would be used to transport the
coal {rom Collie to Xalgoorlie could be
used for the backloading of iron-ore. I feel
that Collie is the ideal spot where the in-
dusiry should be esinblished. T hope these
points will be noted by the Minister. From
our experience gained during the last war,
T consider it would be inadvisable to estab-
lish our heavy industries on the seaboard.

A malfer which has not heen touched
upon in this debate is the tin deposits at
Greenushes. Tin is at present fetching
about £416 per ton. One small show is now
working at Greenbushes and I would like
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the Minister fo inform the Committee
whether the Government is prepared to
assist—in the event of assistance being
asked for—any move for the extension of
the operations at Greenbushes, The men
engaged-there in the indusiry have thought
for years that a lode will yet be discovered.
Up to date, the workings have been of amn
slluvial nature, bur those engaged in the
indusiry feel that, with proper prospecting
and eufficient capital, a lode could he un-
covered which would prohably produce un-
told wealth for the State. Will the Minister,
when replying, inform the Committee
whether the Governmient is prepared to
extend some consideration to this industry?

Blight referencg was made by the
Minister last night to the, gasification and
coking of Collje coal. It is over 12 months
since [ was fortunate enough to attend a
demonstration given by Mr. Fox at Welsh-
pool of the gasification of Collie coal. The
demonsteation was carried out very well.
Apart from his retorting apparatus, which
was sonie diztance away, M. Fox connectyd
up an ordinary gas stove and other ap-
plianees, and the resull preved that the gas
was equal to that being used in the metro-
politan area. Oaly by enlarging the ap-
plianees which were at the disposal of Mr,
T'ox shall we be able to prove definitely that
(ollie e¢oal is ecapable of producing a gas
equal to any which is pow being manufac-
tared in the Fastern States and is at pres-
ent being boosted up by burning oil with
it.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: They let Mr. Fox
go!

Mr. MAY: Foxes are hard to cat¢h! The
coking of Collic coal is being brought into
greater prgminence because we are hoping
to .establish an jron and steel industry.
Although ithe Minister assured the Com-
miitee that research and experiments were
still heing condumeted into the coking of
Collie coal, he was not able to tell us where
they were being condueted. I would ap-
preciate o greater amount of confidenee in
regard to this matter. I feel that everyone
in the State is vitally interested in it; I
know that the Collie people are particularly
interested. I would like an opportunity to
learn something about the experiments now
being made for the production of coke from
Collie coal. 1 do not want to see the iron
and stee] industry commenced while we are
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still in the position of having fo import
coke from the Eastern States simply be-
cause we are behindhand with our own re-
search and experimental work. I feel sure
the Minister will give the Committee some
information on this subjeet. I assure him
that I would very much appreciate it. If
there is anything I can do to assist the
department in this matter, I shall be only
too glad to do se.

I would like to mention the railway ser-
vice between Collie and Buonbury. If these
industries are to be started, as we all hepe,
they must be cstablished in the South-West
and consequently it will be necessary, in my
opinion, to have the line between Collie and
Bunbory duplicated. I hope the Govern-
ment will give eonsideration to this matter,
and that the work will be put in hand with
the idea of assisting the indostries to le
established in the South-West. By and
large, taking into consideration the indus-
tries which I have mentioned, and the pos-
sibility of other industries being established,
I feel we shall be able to regard the town
of Collie as being the Birmingham of Wes-
tern Australia,

MR. KELLY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie) [8.7]:
The Department of Industrial Development
has, duriog the regime of both the previous
Minister and the present Minister, held a
great amount of possibility and interest.
That interest has not abated. The member
for Collie touched on the iron and steel
industry which it is proposed to establish
and which will play a vital part in the
future of the State. Some little time ago
a conference was held at Kalgoorlic he-
tween iuterests representing Collic and
those representing the goldmining industry,
At that conference it was stated that with
a small amount of stepping-up and with
the removal of various obstacles, it wonld
be possible for the Collie coalfields to
make available to the goldmining industry
roughly 100,000 tons a year. 'This would
he of the greatest importance to the indus-
try. It is well known that the firewood
supplies throughout the goldfields areas are
rapidly diminishing and the source of
supply is annually becoming further re-
moved from the centre of use.

It is not hard to envisage that within
a few years, if the present state of affairs
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continues, the position of the supply of
wood to the Kalgoorlie mines will be very
precarious. Firewood costs haye risen con-
siderably over the past few years; and
that, added to the ever-increasing. mining
costs, is making it very difficult for the in-
dusiry to carry on. The 100,000 tons of
coal per year promised to the Goldfields
at no distant date would have the effect
of conserving wood supplies to the many
companies which would find it impossible
to convert to coal burning—that is, to con-
vert almost straight away to this method
of obtaining the propulsion ngcessary in the
various mines,

If the 100,000 tons were available within
the next year or two, there would be g dif-
ficulty in the Railway Department utilis-
ing the returning rollingstock. But that
need not be a problem if the various pro-
Jjeets in connection with industrial develop-
ment were dovetailed sufficiently to provide
for the accommodation of the rollingstock
that would be needed in the delivery of coal
te the Goldfields, This could be easily over-
come in the manner suggested by the mem-
ber for Collie, namely, the establishment
of a major steel industry at Collie.

The back loading I suggest would he
quite easily obtained and would be of vast
benefit to the State. I refer to iron-ore
from the Koolyanobbing deposits. There
are several factors greatly in favour of
those deposits in this respect. They are con-
veniently situated. A short spur-line con-
nected with the main railway wounld make
the supplies easily aceessible. Koolyanob-
bing mining would he eeonomical and
would not present any major difflenlties.
The supply of iron-ore is practically in-
exhaustible and its use in heavy industry
wonld be the most logical outlet for Lthe
supplies available. It is estimated that
there are 74,000,000 tons of iron-ore of a
very high percentage above water level and
the majority of it at Koolyanebbing would
be most economically mined.

"The establishment of an iron and steel
industry at a cenire such as Collie, with
necessary fuel right at hand, particularly
if tota! suceess were obtained with gasifiea-
tion, dovetailed in the manner I have sug-
gested, would advanee this State at least
100 years on its present standing. I feel
that this State would never look back if the
establishment of a steel and iron industry
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at Collie were effected. Associated indvs-
tries would undonbtedly spring up like
mushirooms throughout the State and would
have a great bearing on decentralisation
which should be the aim and objeet of
every one of us. Migration figures would
soar by leaps and hounds, and I think that
Western Aunstralia could safely look for-
ward to doubling its population within ten
years once the steel and iron industry was
established.

Primary production would flourish with
the influx of migrants to this couniry, be-
cause there is no doubt we are capable of
produeing a tremendous number of primary
products. It is only by the stepping up of
the population of this State that we can
hope to absorb that which we are eapable
of producing. All phases of Western Aus
tralian Jife would undergo a major change
if this step were taken. T feel that the de-
cision of the Collie miners to make large
quantiites of coal available to the Goldfields
as soon as practicable is of stupendons im-
portanee to Western Australin and the
general set-up, for the establishment of
heavy industries in this State is practie-
ally made to order. We cannot envisage
any greater opportunity than exists today
in three directions—the cartage of Collie
coal to Xalgoorlie for the goldmining in-
dustry; the return in backloading of iron-
ore from Koolyanobbing to Collie, and fin-
ally the establishment of a major steel in-
dustry at Collie. This completes fo wmy
way of thinking a perfeet picture of
progress.

MR. HILL (Albany) [819]: There is
no doubt that this department is one on
whieh it will pay us to spend large sums
of money for eareful and secientific study
and investigation. T am very anxious to
see ¢very part of the State develop as
nature intended. A few weeks ago we had
the pleasure of hearing the member for
Kanowna tell us quite a lot about the Es-
perance district. A few days later I notieed
that a ship was ealling at Esperance and
taking away 300 tons of salt. I often
wonder whether we could not use the salt
deposits of this State to better advantage.
The Minister referred to the estahlishment
of n chlorine and eaustie soda industry. 1
do not know much about that industry but
I did have the pleasure of seeing from the
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outside the 1.C.1. works in Adelaide, I was
stamling by thaose works when they started
reeluiwing the foreshore for their wharf.

At Adelaide there is an example of how
sound port development will encourage in-
dustry. The land on the river bank there
belongs 1o the South Australian Marbours
Bouard and one of ils rules is that it will
not sell its luud., Imperial Chemiecal Indus-
tries in effect said to the Harbours Doard,
<*We want so many acres of freeheld land
on the waterfront on which to instal a
£2000,000 plant, Can we lave the land !’
The South Australian Harhours Board said,
“*Yer'" The result is thai a very valuable
industry has licen establishod in South Aus-
tralia. T bave reason to believe that our
Department of Industrial Development
realises the possibility of developing a
similar industry in this State. I listened
with interest to the memher for Collie and
the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie talking
ahout establishing a steel industry in West-
ern Australia. There is no doubt that char-
eonl-iron has possibilities, but only in a
limited way.

If we are to have a proper steel industry,
we must talk not in hundreds or thousands
of tons, but in millions o flons. When we
commence with our plan for a steel in-
dustry, we want to be eareful that we do
not have another Newcastle in Western
Australia. En 1929 Sir Leopold Saville was
in Australin to select a site for the
£0,000,000 capital ship dock. I did not meet
Sir Leopold, but I did meet his assistant,
Mr. Jacobs, and we discussed the various
ports and the possible sites throughout
Australia for the dock. Mr. Jacobs pointed
out that while Albany had most of the
necessary qualifications one was absent,
and that was that there were no engineer-
ing workslops available.

That was one of the conditions laid down
by the Admirolty. He remarked that in
that respeet, Albany was like Port
Stephens. He said, ‘‘Port Stephens is
where the dock should be placed, but, like
Albany, theve is a harbour but no engineer-
ing warkshops.”” He went on to say,
‘" Newecastle has the engineering workshops,
but ns a site for a dock it is an impossi-
bility. Therefore, the doek will have to be
at Sydney.”” He then turned to me and
said, **My word, you politicians have
something to answer for. It is terrible to
see how you negleet vour beautiful and
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natural harbours, and spend money on
places were there should not be a port!"’

Mr. Hegney: Did you not tell him we are
statesmen, and not peliticians?

Mr. HILL: I wish the hon. member could
have been with me 12 months later in ihe
harbour master's office at Neweastle. As we
sat in that room a south-easterly gale was
blowing and the harhour master looked out
and said, “The assistant harbour master hns
hoisted the signal, ‘dangerous bar cross-
ing’" At Newcastle there is a continnous
and costly fight against Nature.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Are we discussing
the metcorologieal Estimates?

Myr. HILL: Some years ago they had an
expert to sce what could be done about the
harbour. The expert said, “I suggest you
shift to Port Stephens.”

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must get back to the Esiunates now.

Mr, HILL: I am talking of the need for
industries,

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member will
need fo tie these remarks up a little more
closely with the Estimates than he is dving,

Mr. HILL: That afternoon T had the
pleasure of going over the hig steel works
at Neweastle, Those works are handicapped
because they are at the wrong port. The
Minister also referred to the Hunt Canning
Factory at Albany. I was present when the
Lender of the Opposition declared that fae-
tory open. T think his conscience must have
pricked him.

Hon, A. H. Panton: Who told you be had
one?

Mr. HILL: That is, if he has one. It is
shameful to see the situation of that in-
dustry, and also the difficulties in the way
of establishing other industries. I eongratu-
late the present Government on its decision
to reclaim large sections of the Albany fore-
shore for industrial purposes.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You should shifi
Albany to Bonbury and make a good job
of it.

Mr. HILL: A firm, which will have boats
trawling in the Bight, is just starting in
Albany, and it has had difficulty in selecting
a site, T am pleased to see that we are to
have trawlers from England. Another in-
dustry to be developed there is that of
whaling. This is a secondary industry which



[6 Noveaeer, 1947.]

will be well worth while, and we must rea-
lise that when we develop our trawling anid
whalinz industries we will be training men
who will be very useful for our Navy.
Hon, A. R. G. Hawke: How do you spell

“whaling”?

Mr. HILL: In other parts of the country
we have minerals. T have always believed
that there are valuable minerals between
Albany and Esperance. The Minister re-
ferved to the black sand at Cheyne Beach.
That shows that there are minerals available
that we did not know abont. (heyne Beach
has hern used for about 100 years by whalers
and others, but only rceently has it been
discovered that there are valuahle sands in
that avea. T would like to see a scientific
study made of all the country hetween Al-
bhany and Esperance, hecause I am confident
it contains minerals which conld he used. I
must admit that T am not at all well ac-
fuainted with the North-West, but I be-
believe it also has possibilities in connection
with minerals.

Hon, A, H. Panton: There are more
minerals to the square mile in the North-
West than in any other part of Australia.

Mr. HILL: In carrying out our policy
of development of secondary industries, we
must realise that Western Anstralia is a big
State, and that we should develop the onter
parts of it and not only the seetion within
100 miles of the Swan River,

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.28]:
T desire to make one or two chservations on
this partienlar Vote. Firstly, it is most
pleasing to members who have had a long
association with the public life of this State
to realise that after years of opposition
from outside of Western Australia, indns-
tries which are natural to the State are at
lIast being established. That is due to the
sincere endeavour on the part of the people
within Western Australin. If some indns-
tries are not already established they are at
least moving along the road towards sue-
cessful establishment. Those of us who have
been members of this Chamber for a num-
ber of years know the strong opposition that
was offered to the establishment of industries
in this Sate by those who controlled similar
indusiries in other States. I was more than
pleased with the reference made by the De-
puty Premier to the fact that notwithstand-
ing what is taking place, industrially, in

Western Avstralin and, indeed, in Anstralia
zenerally, those with capital to invest are
noyw looking to Australia as a haven for the
investment of their surplus funds. Evi-
dently the industrial troubles which oeeur
in Western Australin have similar applica-
tion, but in o more severe form, in other
countries,

When introducing his Estimates, the Min-
jster said it wags desirable to decentralise
mndustry as far as possible, and all members
will subseribe to that view. While I ean-
net speak authoritatively on the mntter, T
draw the attention of the Minister to the
fact that Wiluna i= now largely finished os
far as the production of gold is concerned,
an¢ there we have one of the finest inland
towns in the State. At that centre there
are alrveady established a rail service and
an air seivice, as well as road transport,
an adequate water supply and all the faeili-
ties necessary for the establishment of
secondary industries.  Wiluna Gold Mines
Ltd. has a vast quantity of up-to-date
machinery. I cannot say definitely that
that machivery would be available to any
other compony but, having regard to the

+ fact that the Wiluna gold mine is finished

a5 a gold producer—even though the com-
pany may transfer its goldmining interests
to some other centre, as I think it will—it
might he possible for an interested company
to negotiate with Wilana Gold Mines LtAa.
for the purchase of the machinery it re-
quired in the establishment of some indus-
try., I refer more particularly to industriez
along the lines of iron and steel production.

At Wiluna there are great prospects for
the production of ecopper, tin, iron and
many other metals. 1t is well known that
most modern companies now desire to pro-
cess their products from the mine to the
factory and right through to the finished
article.  Of course, it would depend on the
type of industry proposed to be established,
and though I eannot give any &ssurance that
machinery such as I have mentioned would
be gvailable at Wiluna, it is open to the
Minister to sugpgest to any interested com-
pany that it might negotiate with the
general manager of Wiluna Gold Mines Ltd.
I am disappointed that the engineer, Mr.
F. ., Fox, whe did so much research and
experimental work on the gasification and
eoking of Collie coal, is no longer rendering
service to this State, I am partly respon-



sible for a fuel technologist from the OQld
Country now being here. He is a scientific
and technical man, with the highest guali-
fications; but I am doubtful whether he hed
any experience, in the work he did in the
Old Country, of the class or type of coal
that we have at Collie.

I feel that the Government was unwise
not to retain the services of Mr, Fox as, in
him and Mr. Donnelly, we would have had
a perfect combination, the scientific man
in his Iaboratory, doing research and experi-
mentnl work on technival and theoretical
lines, side by side with the practieal eu-
gineer, No doubt they would have been
ahle to aswist one another greatly, and 1 be-
licve such o combination wonld have resulted
in the perfection of o process for the com-
mereial coking and gasification of Collie
coal. In his work here Mr. Fox met with
great opposition, as did those who in the
past were responsible for establishing our
secondary industries, Theye was scarcely
an oflicer in any department who thought
favourably of the possibilities of the work
he was doing.

Mr, Ifoar: He was too far advaneed for
thena.

Mr. MARSHALL: Some of them even
went out of their way to obstruet him, and
I belicve there are some who are sorry that
he suceeeded.  Whatever their knowledge
—or Inck of it—of the possibilities of gasi-
fying Collie coal may have been, the fact
remains that many of them obstinately re-
fused to believe that it was possible, M.
Fox proved by his results that they werc
absolutely wrong, both as to the eoking and
the masifieation of that coal.

While T agree that AMr. Donnelly is a
highly qnalified man, I think that in the
circumstanees the dismissal of Mr. Fox was
premature. Those two men would have been
the perfeet combination, one working in the
field and the other in the laboratory. I feel
surce that that would have expedited the com-
pletion of this important work. As Collic
von] must be practieally new to him, I think
AMr. Dunnelly will have a full-time job for
& long time to come, and his work will be
mainly in the lahoratory.

We cannot gasify or coke coal ecommer-
cially in a laboratory, and therefore I think
that no experiment, other than on a com-
mereinl basis, is worth while.  For that
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reason I profest against the premature ter-
mination of the services of Mr, Fox, the
man who has done more than any individunl,
scientifie or otherwise, towards the sunceess-
ful solution of the problems involved jn the
gasification and coking of this coal.

The last matter T shall deal with has refer-
ence to the slipways at Fremantle. I foel
that it is a most regretiable fact that the
Commonwealth shounld hasten to dispose of
valzable assets—eircumstanced as they are—
when they eould be of such material advant-
age to the State. I undersand that these slip-
wayy cos{ approximately £50,000. When wo
realise the hundreds of millions of pounds
worth of assests produced and blown up in
smoke during the war period, which were
never recoverable or possible of realisation
by sale afterwards, it gives us cause to think.
Those assets had to be blown to atoms, and
we could not complain ahout it. It had to be
done. Why then is the Commonwenlth Gov-
ernment.  attempting to realise on these
assets by their destruction and removal in
a piecemeal fashion, when they eould be of
guch value to this State? Why cannot they
be written off against the war effort, the same
as the hundreds of millions of pounds worth
of real wealth that was writien off?  The
Commonwealth Government could do that
without the flickerink of an eyelid.

Mr. Nimmo: But Mr. Chifley will not do
it.

Mr. MARSHALL: Well, he should do it.
Fortunately it did not happen, but let us
assume that an enemy bomb was dropped on
the slipways, which would have been blown
lo pieces, and the £50,000 would have gone.

Mr. Yates: Slipped out of sight!

Mr. MARSHALL: Nobody would have
complained, and the slipways would probably
have been replaced at the cost of another
£50,000. Because we werpe fortunate enough
to escape that experience, this enterprise
cannot be eharged up against the war effort!
It is obvious that the Commonweaith wants
te realise a paltry few pounds on the dis-
posal of the slipways, The Government
would be well advised strenuonsly to oppose
that and to endcavour to prevail on the
Commonwealth Government to make a gift
of it ta the State. Western Australia made
great sacrifices during the war. We did not
come out of it as the other States did, We
came out with wrecked assets and an empty
Treasury. Most of the other Stateg had a
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different experience and many of them
emoerged from the war effort due to Com-
monwealth expenditure with millions of
pounds in their Treasuries—millions of
pounds in their reserve funds.

Mr. Nimmo: The Queensland railwa;'s, in
particular.

Mr. MARSHALIL: Yes. They came out
of it very well. Our assets were all sacri-
ficed. We provided greater manpower than
the other States and more hard eash on a per
capita basis. Surely as a reward for our
effort and having regard to the deplorable
position of our assets which were used up in
the war cffort, we might at least be given a
small coneession of this sort, without the red
tape demands of these burcauerats who hold
that becanse the enterprise cost £50,000 they
want in refurn for it an equal amount. I
do not speak disparagingly of other States
but we spent millions of pounds, all of which
was lost but which expenditure was necessary
to bring about the desired result—victory.
Surely seeing that this undertzking is of
such value to this State and in view of the
sacrifices we made during the war, Western
Australin might be given the slipways as a
reward for her past efforts.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.45]: Being the member for
North-East Fremantle where the shipyards
are sitnated, naturally T am more coneerned
about their future than is anyone else. T
cannot imagine that we Lave reached a posi-
tion whers anvone would be obliged (o break
np the vards and rvealize on the assets.
Another person who is very much concerned
about this is the member for Fremantls in
the House of Representatives, Mr. Beasley,
who has interested himself very considerably
in endeavouring to get the Commonwealth
Government to make a satisfactory agree-
ment{ with the State Government. In the
long run the Commonwealth Governfuent will
payv whatever sum is involved in this tran-
saction, because if the State purchases the
assets for £10,000 and so is that much worse
off in its accounts, that will be the addi-
tional sum the Commonwealth will have to
find when it finances the deficit.

If this State is obliged to find £15,000,
£20,000 or £25,000, then the State will be
50 much forther behind in its finances and
will require so mmch more money from the
Commonwealth. So, T suppose in the long
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run it will be as broad as it is long. ow-
ever, [ do hope that the position will ecv-
tainly not be reached where the yards will
have to he dismantled. I want cvery effort
put forward to see that the undertaking is
rvetained for the State so that it can he put
to some beneficial wse. It will certainly be
a relrograde step and of very little advan-
tage to the Commonwealth if the yards are
dismantled and the machinery, machine tools,
stores and eyuipment gold at break-up values
and distribated to vartous parts of the
State.

T have no doubt whatever that the Min-
ister will make stremmous efforts to reach
agrerment with the Commonwealth. 1 Teel
that it shonld not be a dificult task, Tt onght
to be simply a matter of getting a proper
valuation plaeed upon the assets and allow-
ance made for the facl that whatever valne
was placed upon them as being their Teal
value as a going conecern would certainly
not be realised if the Commonwealth were
obliged to sell the undertaking at break-up
value. The Commonwealth ought to be pre-
pared to carry some loss in connection with
this matier. T cannot believe that we will
reach the sitnation where the yards will be
broken up. I am satisfied that eventually
it will be found possible to come to some
satisfactory arrangement, that the yards will
be retained and that this useful industry
will be available to the State. These will,
I am sure, prove in future to be an avenne
of employment for which we might be carn-
ostly looking when conditions are not boomn-
ing as mach as they are today. We must
exp2et some tecession and perhaps some
aftermath following a boom period and we
shall be looking for avenues for the em-
plovment of our people. Unless we take
the renquisite steps nmow to reserve places
whish can provide employment liter on, we
shall find aurselves in scrions diffiealties. T
konow that the Minister will do his best to
ensnre that a satisfactory arrangement is
made.

THE MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT (Hon. A. F. Waits—
Katanning—in reply) [8.51]: I am in-
debted to members for the most interesting
remarks that they have in most instances .
made on these Estimates. I was partieu-
larly interested in the cbservations of the
memher for Northam, I must say that
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with the great bulk of the things he said
Dean find it in my heart to agree. I do not
propose at this stage to dwell upon those
about which there may be some disagree-
ment, because T think it would be neither
profitable nor desivable, and certainly not
in the interests of industrial development.

Houn. A. R, . Hawke: Hear, heart

The MINISTER YFOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: S0 we ean leave that
subject alone for the time being. Several
members have made reterence to the ship-
yards at Fremantle and to the remarks
that 1 made last evening, but I think they
need have no fear fhat it ia the intention
of the Governmen{ to allow those assets
to slip through its finvers, To some degree
I subseribe to the remarks of the member
for Murchizon in view of the values that
have been placed upon the assets by rve-
sponsible persons who have been asked to
investigate for that purpose. Nevertheless,
.my feeling in the matier, which I believe
will bhe translated into action hefore long,
is that within reason—and I think the
figures under discussion are within reason
—we should endeavour to retain the ship-
vards, partienlarly if, as I believe is the
case, a satizsfactory industry ecan be found
to make use of the buildings. I have no
doubi that the matter will be cleared up
in the conrse of the next few days.

The member for Collie indirectly, and
prior to that the member for Northam
divectly, referved to a paragraph which it
was stated appenared in the weekly Press
coneerning the relative claims of two places
in the South-West of the State as the site
for the iron and steel industry. The mem-
ber for XNortham indicated that he had
read the statement in questdfon. I have not
had an apportunity of doing so and can
onty deal with it in the terms that the hon.
gentleman made use of. I say withont
equivoraticn or reservation of any kind
that T wn: unaware of it, and I neither
inspired. initiated nor authorised any such
statement. So far as the Government is
eoncerned, the question of which place will
be utifised for the purposes of the ecom-
pany whiech isx about to beeome the subject
of an Aet of Parliament, I hope—I have
intreduced the Bill—has yet to be deter-
mined and will he determined in the light
of all the cireumstances and doubtless
after eonsiderable investization hy those
responsibie tor the formation of the com-
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pany, particularly Mr. Conrow, whose
name has heen mentioned in previous dis-
eussions, At present nobody is anthorised
to say where ir will be or will not be. That
is the exaet position.

The member for Collie also spoke about
assistance for tinmining in the Creen-
bushes area. Ile wanted fo know whether,
ot a Proposition being made for assist-
anee for the development of the industry,
the Government would be prepared to help.
I am going to be guite frank with him and
say ihat, until I see the proposition, I do
not know whal my recommendations will
be, but I alsn say that the Government is
desirous of assisting any proposition within
the limits that it can assist, provided that
it is likely to develop the rvesources of the
State. What I suggest to him is that, if
he has any ideas on the subject, he should
put them forward and let them receive con-
sideration, and that consideration will not
be unsympathetie if the proposal is likely tu
assist in the devclopment of the resources of
the State.

Hon. A. H. Panton: He eonld go to the
Mines Department, anyhow.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: He could go there, but,
speaking for the Government, we are pre-
pared to help industry wherever we can,

The member for Albany expressed the
hope that the whaling industry would be
established and would operate from that
port. A group of lecal financial interests
has submitted a proposal to revive the in-
dustry. This proposal involves the acquir-
ing of one of those landing vessels known
as L.9.T%, 1 understand, and negotiations
were opened a few weeks ago with the
Commonwealth anthorities with the object
of securing such a vessel, which was con-
sidered to bhe suitable for the purpose. T
now have information that the Common-
wealth is Tavourably disposed towards that
matter and that negotiations for the acqui-
sition of the vessel are proceeding. It is
hoped that whaling operations will he com-
menced in the antumn of next yesr. The
Covernment has agreed in prineiple to as-
sisting these people, subject to the investi-
gations proving satisfaetory, which T be-
lieve they will, and upon the condition that
the Commonwealth Government is pre-
pared to mateh the State assistance, either
hy gzuarantee oy in actual eash. Those
negotiations are also proceeding, but I feel
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there is an excellent prospeet of the in-
dustry being revived and of its operating
from Albany, along the south and west
coast« during the appropriate time of the
year.

Various members have alluded to the
position of My, Fox, It appears to me that
memhers have rather short memories on this
subject, hecause I was at some pains at the
end of August [ast in a speech I then made
to sngzest that membets should read from
the minutes of the Coal Panel, of which
Mr. Fox was a& member, the fact that he
had not been dismissed. T think the member
for Mt. Magnet, out of whose speech the
discussion arose, said that Mr, Fox had been
sackeq and, in consequence of his having
made that statement, 1 pointed out that to
say Mr. Fox had been sacked was absolute
robbish. I took some pains to explain what
had happened. The work on which he was
engaged, that of testing a gas plant of his
own design, for which he has been paid,
way completed on the 11th July, 1947. A
meeting of the Coal Panel was held on the
Tth July, just a few days before, at which
ATt Fox was present. It was agreed that the
work should be closed down until the Fuel
Technologist, Mr. Donnelly, investigated
what had peen ecarried out under Mr. Fox’s
supervision and the panel deeided to wait
on advice from that officer as to whether
any further extension of Mr. Fox’s work
was justified. Mr. Fox expressed his agree-
ment with thig position. T have here a copy
of the minutes of the meeting of the Coal
Panel which was held on that daic, from
which I shall read the following extraet:

After members had had an opportunity of
perusing the report, the Chairman drew their
attention to the fact that extra money had
had fo be provided to cover these operaiions.
He thought that perhaps the time had now
come when this work should be closed down
at lenst until the Fue! Technologist had had
the opportunity to investigate the work which

has been carried out and to determine whether
anvthing on the snme lines would be justified,

Mr. Fox said he would be perfectly content
if the panel determined to close the works
down.

The Coal Panel agreed to that. 1Jr. Fox
was present and offered no disagreement.
Sabsequently Mr. Fox interviewed me with
regard to the various matters that had taken
place. T was impressed by the opinion that
the arrangements which had been made with
the preceding Government had not been
sufficiently remunerative for the work he
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hadl carried out, and in that belief I told
him T would recommend that he be paid
an ‘additional honorarinm, or remunerotion,
of £250, That recommendation was made
to and accepted by the Trcasurer und {he
amount has heen paid to Mr. Fox. There
the position stands at present. After the
very plain declaration thal I wade on the
27th August, backed up hy 1be evidence
wkich I have just reiterated, [ think that for
any member of this House te say he is
astonished that Mr. Fox was dismissed is
a .ittle unreasonable,

The statement to which I have referred
is not fair to Mr. Fox nor {o the officers
of the Department of Indastrial Develop-
ment and other departmenty concerned, upon
whkose information we must rely, nor is it
fair to the Coal Panel, whose minute I have
just read, nor is jt fair to the iiovern-
ment, I hope, therefore, thai =0 long as the
present state of affairs cortinnes, so long
as there is no change in the present set-up,
that that will be the last we shall hear of
Mr. Fox having been dismissed in July last.
Ag to the question of the further work which
is being done in regard to the possibility of

coting Collie coal and its use for
domestic and industrial gas, I have in-
formation that Mr. Donnelly is now
fully engaged on investigations into

native coals. I have i{old the member for
Ccllie personaily, and I now tell the Com-
mittee, that the guestion of the wuse of
Cellie coal for coke is ome which doubtless
will involve much investization. It is quite
likely—in fact, T feel almost certain—that
it will be to this investigation that the
funds to be provided by the Government
to the investizating company te which I
have made reference will be devoted. It is
likely te be a fairly expensive matter to ar-
rive at a final conclusion on this question.

I do not profess to he fully informed—
it would he strange if I were—on a sub-
jert whieh involves so much seientific know-
ledze as does the question of using coal of
various tvpes, which hitherto have been re-
garded as unsuitable for the purpose, for
eonversion into eoke for coking purposes.
But T do know that there is a school of
thought, which i5s well founded on expert
knowledge and which is of the opinion
that coal derived from the field surround-
ing Collie at a depth to which it has
hitherto been mined, may not be suitable

+
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for eoking purpuses. Although that is so,
there is an eminent prespect that coal
taken from a greater depth, where less
oxidisation has taken place, eould possibly
he found to be suitable, Consequently,
there is need, if these investigations are to
be carried to.a reasonable conelusion, for
horing at depth in order to ascertain
whether there is any change in the charae-
ter of the coal.

I say f{rankly, without equivocation
whatever, that those steps are now heing
taken, but it js not easy to bring about
results early. Certain tools have to he ob-
tained for the purpose. We are in nego-
tintion with the Commonwealth for them
und when they are available and put into
use, some little time must still elapse before
the drills ¢an be taken to the bowels of the
earth and the necessary samples experi-
mented on.  But there has been no un-
neeessary delay in further exploring this
situation. That deals with the question of
Callie coal and its vsxe for eoke. Further
work in conneetion with the gasification of
our native coalsy has now heen done, pur-
snant to the Coal Panel’s deecision, on the
plant which was erected under the super-
vision of Mr. F. C. Fox, It has been
pointed out thai the manufacture of domes-
tic gas trom Collie coal is cconomically
sound. Blue water gns, enriched with me-
thane made with a e¢alorific value of 330
BTU to the cubie foot can be reliably made
from Collie coal, and & water gas plant
using Coliie coal wounld be self-sufficient in
steam to produce a relatively cheap gas.

The stage has been reached when it will
he possible in the future to make Western
Australia independent of imported conl for
the prodnetion of gas; but we are not able
fo sny, so far as | know at present, that it
35 wise to attempt it immediately, because
*investizations are stili proceeding—I say
this for the information of the member for
Collie—at the chemical lahoratories and also
at Welshpool.

Mr. May: You have not the coal at the
present time,

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I was shout to say that
there is a secondary problem attached to this
business. It is the question of the availability
of sufficient Collie coal to cope with an addi-
tional demand for gasification, supposing
it were practicable immediately to set about
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its use, which I have just said it is not.
There is on increasing demand for Colli8
coal. There is likely to be a still greater de-
mand for Collie ¢oal for various purposes.
It is not unlikely thaf, notwithstanding that
we have produced a record output of 680,000
lons for the year ended the 30th September
last, before 1950 we shall require 1,000,000
tons, without taking into consideration sueh
matters as the gasifieation of coal. So there
are many ramifications and all T propose to
say in conclusion on this subjeet is that every
endeavour will be made to ensure that sup-
plies of cnal are available, and that is the
answor to the question of the gasifieation and
coking of Collie ¢oal.
Mr. May: Give us some more houses!

The MINISTER TFOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: You will need them very
badly as far as Collic is eoncerned.

Hon. A. H. Panton: And not only Collie.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: They will be hadly
needed at Collie. I think the hon. member
knows the reason and I will not dwell on it
now.

Hon. A. . Panton: Why pick on me?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The member for Nor-
tham referred to the need for developing
industry in the North-West of the State.
Some reference was made to one or two
developments there, but I desire, for his in-
formation, to refer to one project, the hlue
asbesfos projeet in the Wittenoom Gorge.
The member for Northam will recolleet the
very considerable and sundry claims which
were made by the company in regard to
assistance in the establishment of the in-
dusfry there. e will also recollect the limi-
tations which were imposed on their requests
by the preceding Government and will know
that the things the Government was prepared
to eontemplate represented very snbstantial
assistance by the State. We had a confer-
ence with the Prime Minister on the subject.
We felt that going the limit so far as this
company was concerned, unless the Common-
wealth was prepared to accept the company’s
suggestions also, was something about which
we should think twice,

The Commonwealth had been asked for a
snbsidy of about £56 a ton on the projeet
for o period of years, reduecible as the out-
put increased; and also a duty of 15 per
cent. on the importation of foreign ashestos.
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Neither of those propositions appealed very
favourably to the Prime Minister, or so I
gathered from him; but eventually the con-
clusion was reached that the Commoniealth
and State would co-operate in econncetion
with housing, transport, provision of roads
or better roads in the area concerned, and
subsidies or assistanee in reducing cosis
both on the State shipping line and also on
the overland route which had to be followed
in some cases. I think these matters have
gradually reached a conclusion and that the
company’s production, which at the present
time is comparatively low, will snbstantially
increase, in which case its demand for hous-
ing will also considerably increase beeause it
expeets when it is in full production that a
thousand persons—not families—will be resi-
dent in the vicinity of the opevations. I
mention that for the information of the
member for Albany who made some refer-
ence to it.

Reference was made by the member for
Northam to one aspect of the Chandler
aluenite industry. In addition to the potash,
which is of high quality, there will also be
considerable quantities of sodium sulphate
and we have endeavoured to interest, with
suceess, a large chemical company in the
acquisition of rights for the distribution of
this sodium sulphate, a by-produet of the
new process which is going to produce
the high quality potash, T feel I would
be justified in saying that the corporation
in question is definitely very interested and
wé hope that good resultz will ensne. T£
those two things do come ahont—the avail-
ahility of high-grade potash up to our ex-
pectations, and the availability of assist-
anee in distribution on very reasonahle
terms by the corporation in question—I
have no doubt the future of the industry
will be a fair and reasonable one.

The member for Murchison made refer-

ence to the machinery at the Wiluna gold-

mines. I Irankly confess I do not know
anything about it. T do not know whether
it can be made use of for an industry; nor,
like himself, do I know whether the Wiluna
Goldmining Company wonld prefer to dis-
pose of it for that purpose. However, I
assure the hon. member that I am prepared
to have inquiries made and will gladly do
so0. -

The CHAIRMAN : In order to avoid any
misanderstanding such as oecurred on the
_ previous division, I point out that the
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Minister has replied to the general debate
which has thus coneluded, It is still pos-
sible, however, for any member to question
an individual item in this Division No. 26.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do I take it that we
ean query any item in No. 309

The CHAIRMAN:

{tem, Fuel Technology Bureau, including
eost of building and salaries, £3,000.

Mr. MAY: I would like to ask the Min-
ister the reason for the veduction in the
Estimates of £2,266. T was under the im-
pression that the amount might have been
inereased with the object of extending re-
search and experimental work,

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: It will be noted that
lagt year the Vote was £960 and the expen-
diture was £5,266. Therefore the Estimate
this ycar of £3,000 is over and above the
Vote for the previous year. I have not the
partieulars with me to show why the Vote
was so heavily excceded; but if the hon.
member is particularly anxious, I will ob-
tain them.

Mr. Styants: It was probably due to the
ercetion of buildings.

The MINISTER F¥FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: That may be. I bave not
the partieulars. The £3,000 provides for
salaries, plant and equipment required for
the 12 months.

Item, Welshpool Industries, £12,090,

Mr. LESLIE: Included in the estimated
cost I notice there is provision for a com-
plete service for the tenants of the build-
ings at Welshpool, ineluding electrie light,
power for water pumping, gardening re-
nuisites, motor hire, ete. The estimated
revenue is £10,341. In other words, we are
budgeting for a deficit of £1,749. I would
like the Minister to explain why it
is neeessary to do this, because these indus-
tries are being conducted for a profit,
While it may be necessary to encourage
them by making eertain eonecessions in the
early stage, it would be dangerous to estab-
lish a precedent by subsidising them in-
directly over a period. -

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The rental to be paid to
the Commonwealth for the use of the
Welshpool premises is £5,600 for the whole
area. The estimated revenue from leasing

»

When we come to it.
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the buildings is £7,3356. Chamberlain In-
dustries will be charged a rental of £3,600
a year, based on floor space, at the flat
rate of 9d. a square foot, but that is not
going to he eharged for two years. I think
it iz reasonable that eoncessions should be
afforded until they ecan start production, as
their difficulties have been very great, At
present there is an expenditure of £1,200
for the provision of a hoiler for steam
whieh 1s, distributed about the premises.
Some of those premises are not occupied
and some do not use the steam, so there is a
small loss on that. When the whole thing
is in operation and {ull rents are collectable
the expenditure will meet the income,

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Farmers' Debits Ad justment,
£1,350; State Imsurance Office, £5-—agreed
to.

Vote—Child Welfare and Outdoor Relief,
£93,050:

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts—Iatanning) [9.22]:
The amonnt under the heading “Minister for
Social Serviees" of £94,677 inclundes mainly
the Estimates of the Child Welfare Depart-
ment. [ propose to say a few words as to
the operations of that department fo give
an explanation of the increased expenditure,
and to show the infentions as to the fnturg
of onr or two of the items. Before eom-
meneing, however, I have some statisties
which T think members might care to hear.
There are a number of institutions seheduled
nnder the Child Welfare Aet to eater for
the children in the control of the depart-
ment, They total 21, and are made up as
follows :—

Orphanages caring for boys ..

Orphanages earing for girls .. .

Orphanages caring for both sexes ..

TIndustrial achool for bhoys

Industrial school for girls

School for hackward hovs
Govornment  Receiving Home

e b 2 S 6D

Total 21

-1 notice that in another place there is con-
siderable discussion, and some self-made men
who started Jife asx sfreet traders without,
apparently, the restrictions imposed hy the
present Aet, have taken pavt in it, and dis-
coursed at great length on the question
whether the nge limit should be raised from

[ASSEMBLY.)

12 years to something else. I noticed in the
course of Press reporis, without going into
them, that one or two rather extreme state-
ments were made as to the operations of the
department in that regard. I would give the
following information to the Committee:
Licenses are issued to children to engage in
strect trading, in two half-yearly periods
expiving on the J1st December, and the 30th
June of each year. The tota) licenses issned
for the two periods were—

12-14 years 14-16 years Total

To 31/12/46 184 96 280
To 30/6/47 182 64 246
Total 366 160 h26

I understand it has been alleged in ecertain
cireles that if the age were raised heyond
12 yvears it would be impracticable to obtain
the young people to carry out the nevessary
trading, if it be neeeséary, which has been
referred to. I have submitted those figures
to show that during the year recently ex-
pired 160 children between the ages of 14
and 16 years were licensed. The following
numhbers of children were under the enre
and supervision of the department as at
the 1st July, 1947 :—

Wards of department in institutiong
and being paid for 450
Wards hoarded out in pnv'ltc homes 252

Wards in Government Reeceiving Home 3¢

736

Warda at scrvice and in training 154
Wards relensed to relatives and others,

but under supervision 438
Probation cases from Children'’s Courts

and Industrial schools 142

1,900
Children under six years of agoe placed
out with licensed foster-mothers
and licensed institutions and paifl for

by relatives 125
Children with mothers recewmg atlov-

anecs, but not ards .. 1,168

Total 3,104

—_—

The Estimates provide for an anticipated
expenditure of £03,050, being an increuse of
£9,908 over the amount expended during the
previous year, The inerease in salaries will
e £2,476 and the inerrase in outdoor relief,
including assistance to women an  whem
children ave dependent, will be £8,075. That
also envers maintenance of children, which
includes aid to orphanages. Incidentals will
fotal £5,500, making the grand total of
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£93,050, with a net inerease, as previously
stated, of £9,908. There is still a consider-
able number of people receiving assistance
trom the department, and among them are
096 widows, 97 incapacitated husbands, 117
deserted wives, 19 unmarried mothers, 16
with husbands in gaol, 28 foster mothers and
28 temporary cases. Those are cases where
there are dependent childven. The cases
where relief is given and there are no de-
pendent children total 18. The total numbey
ol eases is 439, and the dependent children
number 1,143

During the last few months we- have en-
deavoured to maintain equality as between
vevipients of Federal and State Social Ser-
viee benefits. In this respeet an increase of
35. per week was made to recipients of State
relicf—non-pension eases-—ag from the 16th
Intyv. 1947, to bring them into line with those
who were in receipt of hoth State assistanee
and Commonwealth pensions. This will re-
salg in an inereased expenditure of approxi-
mately £800. Mothers in receipt of finan-
¢ial assistance for children are to be enahled
to carn up to £1 per week without preju-
dice to the rates of allowance being paid.
This represents an increase of 7s. 6d. per
week over the amount allowed prior to the
30th June last. The increased cost of main-

(aining children in the various institntions -

was recognised, and the rafe of subsidy was
incrensed by 2s. per week as from the st
July, 1947, for all children attending school
in institutions, The estimated increase of
cost is approximately £2,000. Tt was de-
cided to provide better outfits for wards
leaving institutions to go to employment.
An increase from £5 to £12 10s. per outfit
has been anihorised, For wards entering
inslitutiong the allowance is not to cxeceed
£10 per child. The inereased cost for the
12 months is expected to be approximately
£1,600, B

Tt was also decided to make available ad-
ditienal moneys to provide for better medieal
and dental treatment for wards resident in
the country, nnd ap cstimated sum of £450
has heen set aside for that purpose. It was
decided also 1o eontinue payment of allow-
ances for wards in institutions and ehildren
ut home with theiy parents, up to 16 years
of agre, wheve such chtidren are showing pro-
mise 2t sehool and it is deemed adv’sable to
permit them to remain ai schos! beyond the
lenving age. There is to be an imeyessa in
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the rate of subsidy paid to foster parenmts
for the maintenance of wards, not onoly by
wpy of eompensation for the inereased cost
of living but also as an incentive for people
to take children into their homes. It is
contemplated to increase the subsidy rate
from 10s. 0d. to 13s, per week as from the
Jst October, 1947, and the additional cost
is estimated at £1,500, For the purpose of
making the serviees of the department more
efiective (o the publie, it is intended to ap-
point two additional male .prohation officers,
muking a total of four, and those officers
are now in the course of selection. It is
also proposed to appoint three additional
country inspectors, making a total of five,

Arrangements are now in hand for the
early appointment of the two probation
officers, and the country inspectors will be
appointed as soon as housing arrangements
can be made for them, It is the intention
to slation these inspectors in the main counn-
try centres. Those eentres have not yet been
determined, but a decision will be made in
the near future. The overall financial effect
of these improvements will be to inerease
the expenditure on maintenance of children
and outdoor relief by approximately £8,000
over the amount expended on these items for
the financial year ended the 30th June, 1947,
The additional increase on ualaries expendi-
ture is estimated at £2,476, which will be
mainly brought about by the appointment of
the officers previously mentioned and the
greater amounts payable to the wages staff
at the Government receiving home, follow-
ing on amendments to various Arbitration
Court awards. It is estimated that the
revenue receipts for this year will be
£15,500, representing an increase of £420
over the amount collected last year. Reeeipts
for the year 1946-47 were made up as
follows :—

£
Collection of maintenzanee fees for
wards .. A . .. 8,344
Licenses, ehild endowment and other
miscellaneous  receipts .. . 972
Sundry debtors, which maianly consist
of refunds of assistunce rvendered
tv persons and families pending
sottlement of estates or ndjustment
of financial positions . . 5,764
15,080

I Lave not particulars of the amount that
has been written off, in respeet of the claims
that could have heen made against various
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persons for relief granted to them by the
State during the period ended the 30th June,
1947, bui 1 know it was a considerable sum
in the time of my predecessor, the member
for North-East Fremantle, and I can assure
him that thai sum has been subsequently in-
creased in the intervening four months. It
is safc to say that there has been—-in that
respect——no change whatever in the poliey
that enforeement of repayment of relief
granted in difficult eases should only be
made in those instances where it can clearly
be shown that those concerned definitely have
the means to repay the debt but are refusing
to do so. In any case, where there is the
slightest doubt that they have the where-
withal fo pay, the policy of waiving the debt
without further argument will be continued.
I have pleasure in introdueing these Esti-
mates.

ltem, salaries and allowances, £1,227:

Mr. LESLIE: T bad hoped the Minister
would tell members more about these items.
Item 1 vequires some cxplanation. Here
we have an expenditure on salaries, allow-
ances and so on, estimated at £1,227, in
order to dishurse a sum of €0 in unem-
ployvment velief, and it seems to be out of
halanee somewhere. 1 want to know why
it is neecessary for this unewployment re-

lief to be provided by the State. Is it
provided te angment the amounts paid
trom the Commonwealth Noeial Sevviee

Fund, or ix it paid to those who are not
eligible to henefit under that fund! 1
notice that under the heading of “Labour
ureau, Iueidentals’'—I am treating the
Vote now ay a whele—while these was an
expenditnre Iast year ol €830, there js no
expenditure provided in this year's estimate,
There was a revenue of £824 from that
sunree, andl this year there is an-anticipated
vevenue of £20, which will compensate to
sotne extent for the loss of £26 last year.
There 35 a service which, wisely, is being
dispensed with beeause it is not required,
Why is it necessary to anticipate an ex-
penditure of £400 in unemployment relief,
while we had to spend £381 last year?
Why is it necessary to ineur an expendi-
tnre of £1,227 in order to disburse £4007

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
am afraid the member for Mt Marshall
will have to afford me the opportunity to
ohtain this information. All T know about
it is that the barest possible staff is main-
tained.  In my opinion, the office cannot

[ASSEMBLY.}

be closed, as there are people to be assisted
who ecannot get belp {rom the (Common-
wealth scheme, to which the hon, member
makes such generous reference,

Mr. Leslie: Not too generous'! Some
peaple who should get assistance cannot.
There is the means test.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
And not only the means test. Some of
the people assisted here are really down
and out. T rvefer to the nnemployable as
well as the unemployed.

Hon., [J. T. Tonkin:
time qualification.

And there is the

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Exacily. They are assisted hy the State

if they are in a diffieult financial position,
The faet that little expenditare is ineurred
does. not indicate that there is no work in-
volved.  From the inspections T have made
of the premises, T know that a large number
of persons ecall, making inquiries and seek-
ing assistance. T think jt is the duty of the
Stale to maintain the minimum staff that
exists at present. The sam of €1,227 for
salaries, allowances and ineidentals  will
not in these davs retain the serviees of
many officers. At any time there may be
a greater amount of work involved and «
ereater number of persons to be u~sisted,
and the State has fo maintain some oreani-
satton for that purpese. T see no reason
why any exeeption shenld he taken to that
item.

Vate put and passed.

Vaote—fnew ployment Cra—
agrecd to.

Vate—Crowen Law Offices, £115 800 ;

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. H.
R. MeDonald—West PPerth) [9.481: The

Relief,

Tistimates for the Attorney General's De-

partment show no variation of -any size
from the fgures that obtained last vear.
This department contains the usnal law ser-
vices nf the Crown and the following offives:
—FEiectoral, Tand Titles, Magistraey,
Supremne Court and Public Trust Offier.
The Licensing Court and the Arbitration
Court alse rome under the same jurisdie-
fion.  Tormerly, the Arbitration Court
ecame under the Ministey for Labhour. On
vepresentations by His Honour the Presi-
dent of the Arbitration Court, that court
was hrought under the jurisdiction of the
Attorney General, so that it might be con-
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sistent with the position of all ‘the other
courts of general jurisdietibn operating in
this State. In the Department of the
Attorney General the revenue actually re-
ceived last year was £407,276 and the re-
venue anticipated to be received during the
current fipancial year is £412,000, represent-
ing a net increase on last year’s returns of
£4,724,

The main source of the departmental re-
venue is from estate duties. Last yenf the
amonnt received was £262,326. It is anti.
eipated that this year the amount will he
approximately the same and has been put
down at £260,000. The law courts receive
a eertain amount of revenue for the services
they render and the estimated amount for
the current financial year is £82,000, which
is an inerease of £5,019 over the collections
for last year. There are also certain deparl-
mental amounts whiech the Crown Law De-
partment receives from a variety of rather
small sources. I can give members parti-
culars in that respeet if they desire to have
them, The revenue this year will be ap-
proximafely the same as that received last
year. In the case of the Land Titles Office,
there has been remarkable growth in the
receipts.  Tn 1942-43 the revenue received
by this office was £14,901. Last year it was
£15,363 or nearly three times the amount
obtained five years before. Obviously that
was hecanse earlier revenueg were seriously
affected by the war.

It is anticipated this year that Land Titles
revenne will be £47,000 or £1,637 more than
was received last year, because the activities
of that department are still expand-
ing. In the case of the Public Trust Office
the estimagted revenue is £14,000 and this
iz approximately the amount . that was re-
ceived last year. The business of the Publie
Trust Office has shown a certnin degree of
expansion. It has been working under
considerable difficulties for some years past
as it has been scattered in various offices
withoyt adequate means of communication,
and I think the officers have done as govod
a joh as could be expected in circumstances
that were by no means easy. It has now
been possible fo house the whole of the
Public Trust Office on the second floor of
AN.A. House in 8t. George's-terrace.

The offices are comparatively commo-
dious and convenient to the publie, and it
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.

is hoped that the new location of the Publie
Trust Office will result in an increased
amount of husiness being transacted by it.
That office discharges the duties that were
formerly carried out hy the Curator of In-
testate Iistates. That is to say, it took
charge of éstates in respect of which there
wag no person willing to undertake. that
responsibifity. In those circumstanees,
neesssarily losses in many eases had to be
sustained and the work of the Curator which
is now discharged in these days by the
Publiec Trustee represents one direction in
which the State must expect to make a
cerfain amount of loss. In other respects
the Public Trustee may hope to make u
ceriain degree of profit.

Concern has been felt beeause of the faet
thap for some years past it has not been
possible to make a profit, and in faet the
office has shown a loss of some thousands of
pounds. 1 examined the last report of the
Public Trust Office of New Zealand, which
I think is the oldest Public Trust Office in
Austfalasia, and found, even there with
their vast cxperience and extensive business,
that in the last finaneial year they showed
a loss of £10,500, which had to be charged
up to Consolidated Revenue. I think there
is reason fo expeect that with the increased
advantages of the new accommodation, the
Publie Trus{ Office will continue to expand
its business and to render good service to
the publie, Last yeav the departments under
the Attorucy General incurred an expendi-
ture of £147,017 while this year it is esti-
maled at £145,800, just a little less than
the actual expenditure for the previous
twelve months.

The salaries associated with the Crowan
Law Department have increased as a
result of the appointment of a parlia-
mentary drafisman and of the reecent ap-
pointment of a coroner and assistant magis-
trate in the person of Mr. Rodriguez.
Further, the number of resident magisirates
has increased by one owing to the with-
drawsl of one district from the Stipendiary
Magistrates Act and the reversion of that
district to the jurisdiction of a resident
magistrate. These additignal salaries, which
have been essential for the pusiness of the
magisiracy and the Crown Law Depart-
ment, represent about £4,000 additional
expenditure. All other items of expendi-
ture in this deparfment are approximately

1787 =



1788

the same. Law books, ineidentals, inquests,
law reporting, witnesses and jurors, circuit
courts, awards and law costs—all these are
approximately the same as they were last
year.

In the ecase of the Electoral Depart-
ment, last year's expenditure was £9,599.
The estimate for this year is £4,000, the
difference being due to the faet that last
year there was a general election for the
Legislutive Assembly and this time no
amount has been set aside for that purpose,
Other items that ecome under departmental
expenditure inelude defence of destitute
persons for which £200 has been provided
for the eurrent year and the provision for
native eourts under the Native Administra-
tion Act, for which there is an amount of
£200 for the current vear. The expendi-
ture on the Public Trust Qffice will remain
ghout the same as it was last year.

Mr. Marshgll: Can you give us any in-
formation as to the progress or otherwise
of the Public Trust Office?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 gave
that information—I believe the hon. mem-
ber was not in his seat at the time. T said
the Public Trust Oftice had shown an ex-
panding degree of husiness,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Not pecessarily a
profit.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I peinted
out that it had been making a loss for
some years. I shall repeat, for the hon,
member’s benefit, that the office has been
operating under a very preat disadvantage
in that its oflicers have been spread over
different buoildings. They have now heen
coneentrated in  new offices in AN.A.
House, 8t. George's-terrace, and it is an-
ticipated that this will resuit in enhanced
business and better working arrangements.
I also mentioned that even the oldest
Publie Trust Offiece in _Aunstralasia, the
Public Trustee of New Zealand, by his Jast
report which I have just read, showed last
year a Joss of £10,500, Tt is necepied there
and we may have to accept it here, that to
some extent the Public Trustee ig a service
to the community. By the Bill 1 recently
introduced, 1 endeavoured to make ar-
rangements for a more economical trans-
action of the business of the Public Trust
Office to alleviate the loss on its operations
that had occurred in previous years.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I pass now to the Licensing Court, The
revenue under this heading is derived
mainly from the annual fees of 5 per cent.
or 6 per cent. as preseribed by Sections 72,
73 and 201 of the Licensing Aect. Last
year’s collections of these percentages on
liquor sales totalled £117,412. This is an
all-time record in the colleetions of the
licensing pereentages on liquor sold. It is
not thought proper to anticipate that we
shall receive such a high amount this year
and the estimate of eollections from this
source is £114,125, which is approximately
£3,300 less than the collections for last
year. Other licenses bring into the Licens-
ing Court a sum of about £800 or £900 a
year, These are mainly from employmen
brokers and billiard table licensees, The
amount collecied last year was £869 and
the amount anticipated this year is about
the same—£875.

Mr. Marshall: That seems a small amount
baving regard to the number of billiard
rooms.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Those
are the license fees paid in the shape of
annual fees, apart from the percentages on
the sale of liquor, which are the subject of
the different sections to which I have re-
ferred. The expenditure side of the Licens-
ing Court is comparatively small. The
salaries last year were £2,603 and the esti-
mate this vear is £2,675, an increase of
£70. The inerease is due to the employ-
ment of a male clerk, the only dlerk, in
liew of a female. The contingency item for
the Lieensing Court for the current year is
£300 apainst last vear's expenditure of
£262. The contingency item is almost en-
tirely required to meet the cost of travelling
by members of the eourt and to recoup rail
fares paid to the Railway Department.

The eourt has recently reorganised some-
thing of its procedure, inasmuch as the
members are now very largely engaged in
field work. Instead of all three going as a
court to different localities for the hearing
of livensing applications, each member
travels extensively through the country and
makes a personal inspection of hotels in
the various areas, especinlly the eountry
areas. By these means the members are en-
deavouring to inform themselves by per-
sonal knowledge of the conduef of hofels
and what they need in ihe way of structural
improvements, and of the running of fthe
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hotels in order to give an adequate service
to the public. The result is that contin-
gencies for travelling show some increase on
account of the greatly increased activity
by the individual members in travelling the
country in order to become personally
aware of the gonditions at the different
botels and the extent fto which they are
being conducted in accordance with the
Act and to render serviee to the people
who use them.

This Vote does not vary greatly from
year to year. The department is not a large
spending one and, while its revenues are
not unsubstantial in the case of the estate
duties and in the ease of the percentages
that come to the Licensing Court in respect
to liguor sold, even those receipts for the
fortheoming year are not expected to
vary greatly from those of last year
The several items under the head of At-
torney General show that while the rev-
enue will be about £4,000 more than last
year, namely, that it will reach a total of
£412,000, the amount on the expenditure
gide will be about the same as last year,
except that it will be £273 less. In other
words, the variation in expenditure for the
current year as compared with last year
will be very small indeed, and the revenue
will be slizhtly larger, though very much
the same as for last year.

. Mr. Leslie: Do you anticipate a good
harvest from the S.P. bookies?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. On
the side of revenue received by the courts,
the estimate is about £5,000 more, and the
increase to a considerable extent is éx-
peeted to come from the police courts, and
it will probably come partly from the S.P,
betting operators. The anticipation is
that it will come mainly from increased
fines for traffic offences. Members know
the apprenhension that is felt about the
toll of death and aceident on the road; and
when I come to deal with the Police Esti-
mates T will give a little information as
to the activities whieh the Traffic Depart-
ment hopes to indicate in order to extend
its control over road safety. By so doing
it will, T think, inerease the revenue that
comes to the courts through fines imposed.
T do not want to go into undue detail
on these Hstimates, but if any member
would like further information that I ean

1789

give him I shall be very glad to make it
available,

MR, SHEARN (Maylands) [10.1]: 1 am
sure every member of the Committee is
delighted to bear what the Attorney
General has had to say with regard to pro-
viding better aeccommodation for the Pub-
lic Trust office. This has been long over-
due, but I propose to ask the Attorney
General whether he can give the Committee
an indication of the Government's pro-
posals in telation to another egually im-
portant department, which has been suf-
fering for a long time owing to eramped
acecommodation and shortage of staff. 1
refer to the Land Titles office. By the way,
the previous Government did improve those
offices to some extent, making them a little
mote bearable for the staff, but the floor
space remains the same. Last year the:
real estate dealings thaf passed through
the Land Titles office represented close oi
£10,000,000, and that notwithstanding the
restrictions which we know exzist, There
has been g¢onsiderable adverse public ecom-
ment on the restricted space in the general
public office of the department and the
people dealing with the department are
aware of the tremendous difficulties under
which both the technical and clerieal staffs
have to funetion. Undoubtedly, the ae-
commodation is eXtremely limited.

Since the Qovernment has been so0 for-

" tunate as to secure ascommodation for an-

other department—I do not complain about
that; I applaud it—I am wondering what
the Government can do for the Land Titles
office, The Attorney General, with his
great knowledge of legal matters, will agree
that there is no Government department
more important than the Land Titles of- -
fice, because it deals with titles and
securities of almost every individual in the
eommunity. The Attorney General must
also be aware, from his personal experi-
ence, that. there is an inordinate, though
unavoidable, delay occasioned both to pri-
vate and commercial people because of the
shortage of skilled staff. I refer now to
the drafting and computing sections of the
office. Were it not for the great devotion
to duty by the staffs of those sections, and
also by the rest of the staff, I fear the
position would become impossible for
everyone eoncerned. X wish to know
whether the Attorney General has any idea
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how the position may be ameliorated, if
not entirely rectified. If so, would he en-
lighten the Committee on the subject, as
I have no doubt the conditions are known
to him already?

MR. READ (Victoria Park) [10.6]: The
Attorney General said that the work of the
Public Trust Office was increasing and that
still more work was coming along. Yet I
notice that althongh this office employed
43 persons last year, the number has now
been reduced to 36.
on the office last year was £13,490; this year
the estimate has been reduced to £11,921.
The Public Trust Offiee is an important
public utility, In the other States, South
Australin partieularly, the Public Trust
Offices are thriving coneerns and bring in
much revenue to the State. This remark
applies also to New Zealand. Yet we find
that with inereasing business the Estimates
and the number of the staff have been ve-
duced. T wonder how that works out.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [10.8]: T
would like some information from the At
torney General in relation to the Electoral
Department. If he cannot supply it at
once, perthaps he will do so later. Members
will agree with me when I say that the
State rolls for the last election were in
anything but a happy condition. Whether
that was the fault of the Electoral Depart-
ment or not I do not know, but there seems
to be something definitely wrong in the way
people are enrolléd.

Hon. A. A, M. Coverley: Do you not at-
tend to your own rolls?

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, I do. I notice in the
Estimates that provision is made for pay-
ment in conneetion with electoral canvass-
ing, under Contingencies, page 61. What is
that payment for? What do the canvassers
actually do and what is the basis of their
payment? If their task is to prepare and
keep the rolls in order, then I say that
the condition of the rolls at the last elee-
tion iz an indieation that the amount preo-
vided was insufficient to induce them to take
an interest in their job; on the other hand,
if they were paid a reasonable amount, the
condition of the rolls proved that they were
incompetent, It is the duty of the Electoral
Department, not of a member of Parlia-
ment, to keep the rolls in order.

The.amount expended

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: You can walk
around your electorate in a week!

Mr. LESLIE: The hon. member ean have
a go at it! I quite agree that a member
of Parliament could be expected to check
his rolls, see that they ara maintained in
order and bring to the notiee of the depart-
ment any discrepancy’ or wrong enrolments;
but it is not his duty to undertake the work
of a canvasser or of a clerk in the Elec-
toral Department. T hope some provision
is heing made this year, and will be made
in coming years, to cnsure that the rolly
will not again fall into the deplorable econ-
dition in which they were at the last elec-
tion. T would like the Minister to indicate
exactly what work this electoral eanvassing
involves.

ME. HILL (Albany) [10.10]: There is
one matter to which I would like to draw
the Attorney General's attention, and that
is the question of postal or absentee voting,
Under the Commonwealth Agt, an absentee
voter can vote at any place, but under the
State Act the postal vote must be in the
hands of the returning officer in the distriet
in which the person has to be voted for on
the day of the election, Albany is a summer
resort and the position was bad at the last
clection. A econsiderable number of people
went into the booth under the impression
that they could vote as absentee voters, as
in conneetion with the Commonwealth elec-
tions. T do not know, but I should say that
only a slight amendment of the Aet would
be necessary to make the system uniform.
It may be that a postal vote would
be in order so long as it was in the hands
of the returning officer in any part of the
State on the day of the election; but I think
the position should be altered so that a
person ean go into any polling booth in the
State and vote on election day.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantie)
[10.12]: We have not had an electoral offi-
cer at Fremantle for many years, and it is
time we had one. There is quite a large
clectoral staff in Perth and it Joes notseem
to me that there would be mueh trouble
involved in having one housed at Fremantle
as well. I would like to know whether the
Minister can see his way clear to open up
an office there so that people will not have
to run to Perth on electoral business. I
would like also to refer to the remarks of
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the member for Albany, I think the reform
he suggested with regayd to absentec votes
is long overdue. The system should be uni-
form with that of the Commonwealth. There
are quite a lot of people who go into a
booth ountside their distriet on election day,
thinking that they have the right to votc
there, .

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [10.13):
If T were to refer to legislation you, Mr.
Chairman, would prevent me from econtinu-
ing, so I do not propose to do so. How-
ever, I think that most of the trouble, both
in regard to enrolling and voting, is due
entirely to the faet that two different laws
apply—Commonwealth "and State. I do
not know that it is the responsibility of a
member of Parliament fo put people on the
roll. The law of the. land says that
people are indvidually vesponsible for
their own enrolment. But this law, like so
many others on our statate-book, is seldom
used, so it beeomes more or less farejeal.
This is & problem which the ordinary eiti-
zen never seems to be able to solve, A
member is obliging enough to put a eitizen
on the State roll, but fails to put him.on
the Commonwealth roll. The ecitizen is
prosecuted under the Commonwealth law
and the State member is blamed for hav-
ing been lax in his attention to the inter-
ests of the individual concerned. It is the
duplication of enrolment and voting, the
existenee of two different systems, that
causes all our troubles in this regard.

Many years ago, the then Minister for
Justice endeavoured to amalgamate the
rolls, and I think that is something lto
which the Government might give serious
consideration. I know there are obstacles
in the way. -It is not g simple process, he-
cause subdivisions and electoral districts do
not coincide with areas or boundaries. I
veaily helieve, however, that many of our
enrolment and voting troubles would be at
an end if we had one law applying to both
State and Federal elections.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: It may be easy after
the next distribution, -

Mr. MARSHALL: It may be, if any-
thing of that nature is contemplated, I
do not know.

* Mr. Leslie: Do you think it is necessary?
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Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know
whelher it is necessary or not, because I
have not given the matter consideration. 1
am not going to start groping in the dark.

Hon, F. J. S, Wise: Leave that to the
meirher for Mt, Marshaill

Mr. MARSHALL: We will wait and.see.
While there are certain features of the
Federal system that seem to facilitate vot-
ing, I would not like to accept all the
Commonwealth law in regard to voting.

My, Leslie: Hear, hear! Mighty litile
of it!

Mr. MARSHALL: While there may be
something lacking in the State law, 1 would
not like to throw it all overboard.

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: The Commonwealth
postal vote law would not suit,

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. gentleman
has got it ecompletely right. The postal vote
system under the Commonwealth law would
be impracticable of application to the
North-West, as we know from experience.
It is absolotely unworkable. Hundreds of
people are disfranchised beecause they can-
not comply with the provisions.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: How do they get
on at a Federal election?

Mr. MARSHALL: They do not vote,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: They cannot get
their papers back. .

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member has

* beer. absent from that part for so long—

Tae CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
gelting away from the Vote,

Mr. MARSHALL: I agree, and I bow to
vour correction, We are mot supposed to
he dealing with legislation. I rose ta tell
the Minister that I think that is where our
trouble lies. There is duplication which
brings about complieations’ and difficulties
both for members and eitizens in general.

- ]

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
R. MeDonald—West Perth—in rveply)
{10.17]: I agree with the member for May-
lands as to the eondition of the Titles Of-
fice. I made a very eareful examination of
it some three months ago and the officers
there are working under conditions which
could not possibly be defended, quite
apart from the inconvenience which is oe-
casioned to members of the publie through
the general situation of the office. The hon.
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member knows, however, the prior demand
for building materials in aid of housing;
and all 1 can say is that the Government is
keenly aware that the Titles Office is one of
those departments that must have a very
high priority as soon as sufficient aceom-
modation can be afforded. I think the offi-
cers have done a wonderful job with in-
creasing business and duties under
extremely difficult circumstances, and I
thoroughly agree as to the importance of
the Titles Oflice in the service it renders to
the public and the State. The hon. member
referred to the shortage of staff. That adds
to the difficnlties.

I was alarmed to see the numbers of offi-
cers who had heen resigning from the Titles
Oftice—and other departments—to enter
the Commonwealth service. It is a very
great deprivation when officers who may
have scrved for years and gained valuabie
experience in our State service transfer to
Commonwealth institutions. They are quite
entitled to do so; I do not blame them in
any way. But it adds fo our difficulties
here and one of the departments that has
suffered from that cause is the Titles Qffice.
We are doing our best to overcome that
difficulty and to give the office the strength’
of personnel which its important duties re-
quire.

The member for Victoria Park raised the
question of the staff of the Publiec Trust
Office. The reduction in numbers is, T
think, partly due to the cause I mentioned
Just now—that is, transfers to the Com-
monwealth service—and partly to the fact
that during the war there were a good many
temporary officers who will now be leaving
and whose places have been taken by per-
manent officers who are able by experience
to do the work that previously had been
transacted by a larger staff,

Hon. E. Nulsen: The temporary officers
did cxcellent work. :

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think in
some cases that is so. There is & Farther
diffieulty in that olficers who were in the
Services #re taking advantage of the re-
habilitation courses offered by the Common-
wealth {{overnment, particuluriy in aceount-
ancy, so that an appreviable number of ex-
perienced men are among those who hava
gone on leave from the State service té
undergo those courses, sbme of whieh oecupy
them for six or 12 months. They will be
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better and more highly qualified offiecrs when
they return, but in the meantime the staff
dilliculty becomes more acute. [n reply to
the member for Mt. Marshall, who men-
tioned the expenditure under the heading
“incidental items,” our ecanvassing at the
present tiine is, I believe, bring directed o
visiting the electors who failed to vote at
the elections of March last and who have
not given a satisfactory answer to the usual
ingriry.

After a general election for the Assembly,
the first activity of the Chief Electoral
Officer is to check on those who did not
vote, or gave no reason for not voting, to
find ont why they did not east a vote and,
if necessary, to remove them from the roll.
That is the main reason for the expenditure
in connection with canvassing, and it will
be for some little time to come. I agree
that we should use our hest endeavours to
ensure that the rolls are as accurate as pos-
sible. T think the new Chief FElectorak
Officer, Mr. Mathea, is entering energetically
into the discharge of his duties, and I feel
suTe he will recommend wherever necessary
that staff be provided so that, as far
as possible, the rolls will be in reasonable
order.

Mr. Leslie: We should evolve some sys-
tem to deal with those who should be taken
off the roll, instead of continuing with the
present happy-go-lucky method.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think
some improvement in that direction could
be effected. In reply to the members for
Albany, Fremantle and Murchison, T guite
agree that the Electoral ‘Act needs cbn-
sideration. In fact, as far back as 1935
there was an Royal Commission, of which
the Leader of the Opposition was a member,
which went into that matter very thoroughly
and made a report, and that report is still
worth examining. T had occasion to give it
some attention recently. I found, on assum-
ing office, that my predecessor, the raember
for Kanowna, had given this subject a good
deal of consideration, and I read his files in
eonnection with amendments of the Electoral
Act to inelude absentee votes and amalgama-
tion of rolls with the Federal system. I have
given the subjeet a good deal of considera-
tion, but it has not been pbssible this session
to bring down the neccssary measure for
members to deal with. I ngree that early
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atlention shonld he given to a number of
phases of onr electoral law which we can-
not regard as satisfactory. I also largely
agree with the member for Murchison that
the difficulty is due to two divergent sys-
tems.

Sinee T have been associated with the
Electoral Oflice, I have found that many
people have cither fallen foul of the elee-
toral law or failed to cxercise their privi-
lege as voters by a mistaken but quite
gennine misconception of the law.  Such
cases as those ecited by the member for
Albany have heen fairly frequent and T

am satisfied that the errors have been .

genuine. The nearer we c¢an approximate
the two systems, the better it will be fon
the olectors in general. T would be wglad
to examine the question of an electoral offiee
at Fremantle. It has been suggested to me
that there should be ane at Kalgoorlie.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The Registrar is
stationed here instead of down there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. When
we compel electors to enrol and vote, there
is an obligation on the part of the State
to afford them reasonable facilitics for dis-
charging the duty imposed on them under
the Act. The staffs of the various offices
have been extremely conscientious and eap-
able in discharging their duties, The short-
ages of staff, for the reasons mentioned, have
caused a good deal of extra work to fall
on the officers in the various departments,
but they have risen to the oecasion in the
best, traditions.

Vote put and passed

Votes— Licensing, —£8,975; |
Court, £8.456—agreed to.

Vote—Polive, £390,623:

THE MINISTER FOR POLICE (Hon.
R. R. McDonald—Waest Perth) [10.28]: I
will not be unduly long on these Estimates.

Mr. Marshall: You might not be, but we
have a lot to say about them.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I shall
dea! with them adequately. The Estimates
of the Departments of Police and Native
Affairs come under the general heading, and
I shall address myself in the first place to
those of the Police Department. With the
gradual return of the State to pre-war con-
ditions, there is an ever-growing demand

Arbitration
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for additional poliee protection to be pro-
vided. Tn particular, there is a very real
need for adenuate police services in the out-
lying parts of the State. T refer particularly
to the North-West, the Kimberleys and the
castern distriet areas. THe strength of the
police foree has, for a variety of reasens,
not heen adequate to meet requirements. Ap-
proval was recently given to inecrease the
foree from 650 to 680 members. At present,
(55 police are employed, which 15 25 short
of the total establishment auvthorised. Of
the 635 now on the establishment, 26 are
taking a course of training in the police
school, and should be ready for duty about
the middle of this month. Recruits of the
right type are not always easy to obtain
and, with the additional demands on the
foree and the necessity to observe the con-
ditions of the latest police award, it is es-
sential that we should still further increase
the strength of our police force.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Are you not getling
cadets from the University now?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I have
not heard of any.

Hon. A, H, Panton: The previous Com-
missioner, Mr. Hunter, started ont on that
scheme.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I have
not heard of any such recruits, though I be-
lieve that in the English police force a num-
ber of recruits are obtained from such
sources. During the year, a pelice officer has
been stationed at Yampi, Cockatoo Island,
for the first time, owing to the increased ac-
tivity in that area, and police stations are
required at a number of new centres. There
is constant pressure on members for police
services in various loealities. I understand
the reqnirements of those areas and the re-
presentations that are made to members, but
with the present strength of the foree it is
impossible to comply with all such requests.
With the new men who are eoming forward,
some progress will be made in saupplying
services where they are now lacking, par-
ticularly when the 26 members of the force
at present in the police school are in a posi-
tion to go into the field, New police stations
are urgently required at Mapdurah and
Rockingham, and the present stations at Mt.
Barker and Claremont require to be trans-
ferred to eentral positions. .

The need for new administrative buildings
for the headquarters of the forece is a real
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one, and members who have examined the
accommodation in Beaufori-street and have
seen the extremely cramped and depressing
quarters in which many of the staff have to
operate, will be ready to admit that the
sooner we ean provide adequate administra-
tive quarters in Perth the better it will be.
By deoing that we shall be doing no more
than alfording reasonable conditions for the
officers and staffs concerned.  There i8
urghnt peed for police stations, and improve-
ments to existing stations, in various coun-
try areas. The Commissioner of Police and
I are fully appreciative of the need for
these additions and improvements, but we
are faced with the position that for the
time being the Government must eoncentrate
most of its energies on meeting the housing
needs of the people. Part of the duties of
the police embrare the supervision of the
Licenging Act. There are now 850 licenses
and club certificates in force under the Aet,
being an increase of six on the total for
tha previous year. There arc 382 publicans’
general licenses, 58 wayside house licenses,
51 Australian wine licenses, 123 gallon
licenses, 75 eclub licenses, 74 billiard table
licenses, and 85 miseellaneous licenses,

As members know, there are various other
departments of the police force, concerning
which I do not propose to go inte uwndue
detail. There is the Weights and Measures
Branch, and sundry other activities, figures
regarding which will be found in the report
of the Commissioner of Police, which T lail
on the Table of the House last week., The
estimated cxpenditnre of the police foree for
" the eurrent year is £390,623. Last yecar the
expenditure was £337,326. This year we
anticipate spending £53,297 more than was
spent last year. The reason for the inerease
is the rises in pay and allowanees which
were awarded by agreement with the Gov-
ernment—very properly so—to members of
the police foree in the first half of last year.
The effect of those inereases and of the
better working conditions is shown in the
increased expenditure for the current year.
Even the figures shown here will, I believe,
be inereased beyond the amounts shown.

The Western Australian Police Union, on
behalf of its members, bas presented to the
Commissioner of Police a new log of wages,
salaries and conditions, In the light of the
inercases granted by the Arbitration Courts
in both Federal aq}d State spheres, it is
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only legitimate that the police should share
in the upward trend of salaries and wades.
The matter is being discussed between the
Commissioner of Police, the Department of
Labour and myself, and I am hopeful that
an grrangement will be made with the union,
on behalf of its members, which will be
equitable, both from the point of view of
the Government and that of ,members of the
police foree. It is desirable that members
of the foree, carrying out exacting duties,
should be adequately remunerated. In a
foree that depends so much on character and
ability, it 1s desirable that eonditions and
remuneration should he such as to attraet
a desirable class of man. In the past, the
police foree has had traditions of which
it may well be proud, apd I believe
it will continue to deserve the confidence
that it has earned in previous ycars. The
cost of police protection in this State dur-
ing the last finaneial year was 125, 7d. per
head of pdpulation, after allowing for
certain rebates that are made to the depart-
ment. At the 30th June, 1847, the pro-
portion of police to population—including
nboriginal natives—was one policeman to
every 814 people in the State.

Hon. A. H. Panton: We are a very law-
abiding crowd, are we not? '

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: It
lias to be borne in mind that the figures
shown relate to people who in many cases
are spread over o very great'area and in
the outlying parts of the State police ofli-
cers bave responsibilities over areas that in
the Old World would be regarded as a
kingdom. I have to regret very deeply on
behalf of the Force the untimely death of
Detective Roe, who was killed whilst in the
execution of his duty. Members will recol-
lect that Deteetive Roe displayed outstand-
ing courage, and in recognition of this
a posthumous award wgs recently made to
him by His Excellency the Lient.-Governor
of the King’s Police Medal.

During the year, the exchange of C.IB.
officers between this State and the States of
New South Wales, Vidtoria and South
Australia was continued with beneficial re-
sults to members of the respective forces.
There was a decrease in the number of con-
victions in the metropolitan area for Letting
both in the ease of shop betting and of
street Dbetting, in the last finanecial year,
As a general rule, licensed premises have
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been well conducted throughout the year
from the point of view of maintenance of
law and order. During the period under
review, llivee women polic: were enrolled
and one resigned. The {oial pumber of
woraen police is now rnine snd these are
stationed at Perth, Fremantle and Kal-
goorlie and when needed they visit other
tentres. Recently the first woman police
to receive the distinction wss appointed a
police sergeant—Sergeant Scett.  Only
four motor-cycles have been available lately
for trafiic patrol work. Authority has been
given for the purchase of six additional
motor-cycles, and it is hoped that these will
errive very shortly. 'With these additional
patrols, it is anticipated that a more effec-
tive cheek will be kept on traffic regulations
and their observance and a greafer effort
made to minimise, as far as possible, the
risks whicn a'¢ uow 30 prevalent ou our
rogds.

A feature of the work continued
throughout the year has been the lectures by
police officers to children attending schaols
in the metropolitan area. These talks were
well received and the intention was to im-
press upon the minds of the children the
principles of safety on our roads and the
general observance of law and order. There
were 6,161 accidents reported in the metro-
politan area for the year, and a comparison
with the previous year's figurey discloses an
increase of 2,075 accidents reported. There
was an increase during the past year of
5,115 in the number of offences brought to
tria] as eompared with the preceding year,

The percentage of offences to the mean
population increased by .52 per cent. last
vear as compared with a decrease ol .47
per cent. in 1945, The inerease in offences
brouzht to trial has been largely due fo
the more vigilant enforcement of the trafiic
regulations. The number of offences com-
mitted by juveniles during the year 1946
wag 2,099 showing an increase of 81 on the
preeeding vear. Owing to the shortage of
personnel, as in the ease of other depart-
ments, a considerahle strain has heen placed
on the officers of the foree. I think I should
express appreciation, not only to them for
the additional time they worked beyond
their preseribed honrs but also to the Police
I"nion for the understanding it has extended
to the department in recognising that with
ihe personnel at his disposal the Commis-
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sioner of Police could not do any hetier,
and when he had to eall upon men to work
beyond their usual time it was because it
was essentinl for the cerviee of the publie
in eonnection with police duties,

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 7048 pm

Fegislative oamil.
Tuesday, 11th November, 1947,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

ASBENT TO BILLS,

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read mnotifying assent to the
following Bills:—

1, Economic Stability Aet Amendment
{ Continnance),

2, Law Reform {Contributory Negligence
and Tortfeasors’ Contribution),

, Traffic Act Amendment.

Qo

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.

1, Plant Diseases Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Assembly,

o

2, Land Alienation Restriction Act Amend-
ment (Continuance),

3, Farmers’ Debts Adjustment
Amendment {Continuanee),

Pasced.

Act



